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PREFACE. 



In the following pages the writer, deeply impressed 
by the importance of the great national movement 
which is now taking place in England, seeks to ren- 
der palatable and serviceable to his countrymen such 
fruits of experience as a civilian could gather in the 
course of three campaigns wherein the rifle and 
riflemen had their fullest development and largest 
use. 

To others better qualified by precise professional 
knowledge, he leaves the task of specific iastraction 
respecting the use of the rifle and actual practice in 
the field, as well as the process of incorporation and 
self-creation of Corps of Volunteers ; but on those 
and other matters he has suggestions to offer and 
observations to make which will be found, he hopes^ 
of some value, and he is the more encouraged to 
do so by the fact that hitherto those to whom he 
has alluded have not, to any great extent, given 
us the benefit of their teaching. National instincts 
seldom err. We feel the danger in the air, and he 
is a fool who does not prepare for its coming. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTBODUCTOKY. 



The right to carry arms — ^in former times the right 
of eyery free man^ distinguished as such from the 
serf— must^ in modem days^ be modified by circum- 
stances and considerations of public polity or in- 
ternal police. The association of armed men m bodies 
or companies is^ of course^ illegal^ unless it be sanc- 
tioned by the constituted authorities of the country^ 
or by the supreme law of the national will ; and even 
the instinct of a common danger to liberty and coun- 
try cannot justify the formation^ legally speakings of 
corps which are intended to meet a contingency of 
that kind, however near or probabk it may be. The 
moment that the foot of an enemy presses the soil of 
a free land, all such nice distinctions disappear, and 
every man has the right — and the duty — to fight, 
although regular troops would in all likelihood con- 
sider Ihemsdves authorized by martial precedent to 
treat such patriots as if they were robbers and marau- 
ders. The Government have, however, resolved at 
the present moment to permit the creation of Local 
Volunteer Corps, which are to be armed with the 
rifle as the most effective weapon in the hands of 
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frigates as a navy^ conscious of her two million 
Volunteers on shore, and of her ready privateers at 
sea, holds her head loftily in the face of the mightiest 
monarchies, and maintains the most self-asserting, 
if not the most aggressive policy in the world. A 
country with a large Volimteer force at its disposal 
is apt to exaggerate its strength, just as a nation with 
a large regular army is disposed to underrate the 
resources of a less warlike neighbour, and to form an 
erroneous estimate of its relative power. But situated 
as Great Britain is among the nations of Europe, her 
Volunteers are a purely defensive force ; and how* 
ever numerous they may be, their eflfect on our rela- 
tions with foreign, powers would be indirect. In case 
of a real struggle with a great military leader who 
might succeed in invading any portion of the United 
Kingdom, our Volunteers, whatever their courage 
and devotion, would require the conjoined action of 
regular troops to enable them to cope successfully 
with a disciplined enemy. The creation of Volunteer 
Corps does not by any means diminish the necessity 
which exists to provide for the general safety of the 
Empire by a sufficient and well-organized regular 
army, and by a trained militia. The former bodies 
are useful aidjuncts now; they might become the 
spes vlHma of our race in some glorious field ; but 
it would be unwise to rely on them solely, as pro- 
tagonists in battle, as the sure safeguards of our 
coasts, as the only guardians of our fields — the only 
protectors of our homes and liberties. " We have a 
miUion Volunteers,^' is a remark which could not be 
heard with indiflFerence by any statesman, but it 
does not convey to the mind of a pure soldier all 
the dreadful significance which it might bear in 
the council chamber of civilians. 

It is of little moment to refer to the supposed cases 
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and immortal devotion^ failed ever to arrest tfae 
tramp of the French legions over Fatherland — ^and 
dyings died in vain. In Circassian whare every man 
is a bom soldier^ one of the most strennons^ resolute^ 
heroic straggles ever maintained by freemen against 
despotism^ which wants but the vales sacer to ren- 
der it immortal^ is feebly closing in submission. 

Far be it from me to seek to chill or stifle the 
generous glow which evary Englishman should feel 
in his country's cause^ conscious that he is protector 
of the holy shrine in which bums the sole fixed light 
of Constitutional freedom ; but I would by all means 
in my power try to prepare him tar his friU fitness in 
the conflict, if the tide of war should ever reach our 
shores. And I would warn him against overween- 
ing confidence — ^the curse and the eating cancer of all 
the empires that ever yet rose to greatness and then 
fell before the sword. I would tell him that without 
discipline the most heroic valour, the purest devotion, 
the most loffcy and stubborn courage, are of small 
avail ; and that he must submit to a little patient 
training, to a few hours' light dnll for a few days, 
to learn a few simple roles, to know how to act in 
concert with his fellows ; in a word, to know some- 
thing — and very little will do — of real soldiering ere 
his magnificent physical and moral qualities as a 
soldier can be turned to their proper account in the 
service of his country. In difficult operations of 
real war, corps of ill-drilled or undriUed Volunteers 
would become a rabble of riflemen, unfit for combi- 
nation in any plan of attack or defence, unsuited to 
line formations, in the way of the regular troops and 
in their own, ignorant of tfae movements around 
them, and unable to know or tell whether they 
should advance, retreat, or stand fast ; encouraging 
the enemy by their apparent confusion, looseness^ 
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must be content with our yeomanry cavalry corps — 
and admirable squadrons many of them could set in 
the fields in case of invasion. I often read and hear of 
the great advantage possessed by a native army in 
the knowledge they have of their own country, and 
it has been suggested that those advantages would 
be shared by volunteer riflemen, who could pop away 
from their pet hedge-rows, if the enemy are blind 
enough to advance by them, and to let themselves be 
" potted^' at to our perfect satisfaction ; but the fact 
is, that local knowledge is useful only to generals and 
officers directing operations, and that it is necessarily 
more limited in extent than at first blush would be 
taken to be likely. It is evident that only a very 
small portion of the force engaged in any one place 
can be familiar with the particular spot in which 
they are fighting. The man of Kent would know 
nothing of Dorset, nor would the Ulster man be 
much at home in Suffolk. In the battle of Inkerman 
most extraordinary blunders as to the " lie^' of the 
coimtry were made by the Russians issuing from 
Sebastopol, and many of their battalions were as 
strange to the Crimea as were the French and English. 
But to a general commanding trained, obedient, and 
reliable troops, knowledge of the country is very 
serviceable, and no doubt want of knowlec^e of it is 
very* embarrassing to the invading general. Such 
knowledge as is chiefly required is, however, soon 
obtained. There is ever ready some needy mortal 
to give information, and to make money of his coim- 
trymen^s lives. There is the diffusion of knowledge 
which makes good maps of every place cheap and 
abimdant. The position of woods, copses, villages, 
detached houses — ^ponds, lakes, streams, bridges — 
the course and quality of roads, bye-lanes, wooded 
and open, are soon learned — their fitness for artil- 
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much less a body of men^ can make these exertions 
without training. Also subscribe for premiums to 
those who are the best shots. Do not be exclusive 
in forming your corps ; take your gamekeepers as 
your comrades^ and any of your labourers that will 
enrol themselves- A gentleman will find no braver 
or better comrades than among his own immediate 
neighbours and tenants. Should you require to 
throw up a breastwork^ they will be more handy with 
the spades and pickaxes than yourselves/^ 

Now^ perhaps to the civilian it seems an easy thing 
to learn these seven things^ but to do them well de- 
mands^ at the hands of any body of Volunteers^ 
great diligence^ honest appliance, zeal, and self- 
sacrifice. Any corps which can perform the seven 
movements thoroughly well, can march twenty miles 
-a-day, if necessary, with arms and ammunition — can 
manage ^^ the double quick,^' and possess a good pro- 
portion of first-rate shots— need fear very little for 
themselves in any encounter with an enemy, pro- 
vided they are weU placed, weU handled, and well 
supported. 

It must not be supposed for a moment that rifle- 
men, however excellent as marksmen, steady in drill, 
and perfect in discipline, could hold possession of 
ordinary country unaided by regular troops, and 
other branches of the usual military organization. 
I have seen the best and steadiest riflemen pounded 
out of a trench by a few well-directed shrapnel and 
shell from a howitzer enfilading them a little by its 
fire ; and in open country, without cover, riflemen 
would have very hard times of it, with vigorous, well- 
led, and experienced cavalry. If a regular army, 
provided fully with all branches of its equipments, 
Were to find itself in a close country, cut up by 
hedgerows, studded with covers, and intersected 
b2 
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by narrow paths, its commander would, under any 

circumstances, feel himself constrained to act with 

the utmost caution; if he were informed that 

masses of the enemy^s riflemen were in his front, he 

would probably cast about to see if, by some flank 

movement, he could not get round the dangerous 

district, and resume his direct march under more 

favourable circumstances. But should he come to 

the conclusion that for any strategical reason it 

was necessary to clear the ground right in front, he 

would not for a moment hesitate in his plan of 

attack. The very hedges, and covers, and paths 

which give confidence to his enemy would not be 

without advantage to him. His disciplined and 

experienced riflemen, handled by skilful officers, 

would search their way carefully from bush to bush. 

Should there be a check, up come the field-guns, 

which in a country of the kind I am alluding to 

possess an advantage which is not at first sight very 

obvious. It is simply this, that they can be worked 

in positions well-sheltered from the fire of the 

opposing riflemen, so that the artillerymen cannot 

be seen. But '^ they cannot see either,^' it will be 

said. True ; neither is it necessary they should, 

provided they know the general direction of their 

enemy. Along the hedgerows, through the copses, 

into the thick, long grass, fly flights of deadly grape, 

shrapnels burst and hurl their iron showers in fast 

extending columns, shells burst above, below, and all 

around the isolated riflemen, and the round shot 

roar through the trees, and shiver their trunks, or 

bring down the forest tops on the men beneath. 

Now, I think officers of experience will corroborate 

me in stating that under such circumstances riflemen 

attacked by men of their own arm and a powerful 

artillery must rapidly give way, and can only be 
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saved firom destruction by great steadiness, by 
eventual support, and by their capacity to act in all 
respects like regular infantry. 

Against any number of cavalry, and against a 
strong artillery, a close country might be held by 
a very inferior force of skilful and audacious riflemen 
— the essence of such a corps is well expressed 
in the motto of the 60th, " Celer et audax/^ 

But the conditions of success are well determined, 
and I have but limited confidence in the efforts of 
irregular rifle corps directed to stop the march of a 
regular army. Their peculiar uses are of immense 
advantage, and their impeding power, if properly 
directed, is enormous. Very recently I saw on the 
banks of the Raptee, or close to them, an advance of 
our cavalry and artillery checked by some Sepoys, 
who threw themselves into a jungle in our front with 
two nine pounders, and opened a fire which obliged a 
splendid regiment of British cavalry and a troop of 
our artillery to retire, principally on account of the 
musketry. A few companies of the Rifle Brigade 
cleared them out quick march, and forced them to 
leave their guns. Should it happen by any unfortu- 
nate complication that an enemy ever lands on our 
shores, I trust we may never permit our Rifle Volun- 
teers to engage them till they are properly supported 
by artillery, horse, and regulars; for I know that 
the consequence of a severe punishment inflicted 
upon one of those admirable gentlemen guerilla bands 
would be the loss of that prestige which is worth 
thousands of bayonets in a newly organized force. 

It is on the open coast lines that corps of riflemen 
would be of most use in resisting preaatory attack, 
and, under favourable circumstances, in frustrating 
attempts to land troops. On many portions of our 
coast the depth of water will prevent men-of-war or 
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transports anchoring within moderate gunshot of the 
shore, and the invading force will have to come oflF 
in boats, which, however, wiU probably be to some 
extent covered by the fire of gunboats and vessels of 
light draught, and will certainly use their own guns. 
But the coasts of this description generally afford 
good cover for riflemen, and their fire ought to tell 
with great efiect on troops crowded helplessly in 
boats, which ofier fair targets to good marksmen at 
six hundred and seven hundred yards, whilst round 
shot, and shell from the boats, fly rather wildly, and 
cannot do much damage against judiciously posted 
riflemen. Our descent on the Crimea was imopposed^ 
but every one who was there knows how seriously 
the whole movement wotdd have been impeded had 
there been even a show of resistance by two or three 
thousand riflemen, who could have got off with little 
loss after inflicting serious injury on the Allies, and 
causing great delay to the operation. The same was 
the case at Kinbum, but I remember well that a 
strong naval force in reconnaissance up the Boug, 
under the orders of Sir Houston Stewart, was 
obliged to return, after an ineffectual attempt to 
silence some small field gims defended by infantry 
posted on one of the banks of the river. 

It is on the coast — along the whole of our sea- 
board — ^that rifle companies would be most useful, 
and are most needed. I have every confidence in 
the power of our navy : with the care now extended 
towards our sailors by the Admiralty, with the 
energy displayed in all departments of our naval ad- 
ministration, and with the vast resources we possess 
in our enormous mercantile marine, we ought to be 
able to maintain our wonted supremacy even against 
any possible combination of maritime powers ; but it 
must be recollected, that in the coalition and con- 
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flict wliich we may not unreasonably dread^ there 
is a new element of mischief which did not exist 
in former times. The whole of the coast-lines 
of England^ dotted by wealthy ports^ luxurious 
bathing*places^ and pleasant towns^ lie open to 
sudden raids ; such as a fast-steaming frigate or gun- 
boat could execute. When the blockade of Sebas- 
topol was at its strictest^ and when Odessa was 
watched by the allied steamers^ a Russian steam- 
sloop managed to make a predatory cruise in the 
Black Sea^ slipped through our fingers^ and got 
safely into Odessa^ after she had plundered and taken 
Turkish vessels off the very mouth of the Bosphorus. 
Lights well-manned sloops and gunboats could run 
into a roadstead ere the troops for its defence could 
march to the spot; could land a small force under cover 
of their guns^ and embark with such valuable property 
as they might find in every comfortable watering- 
place. But if there were local rifle companies^ it 
might be true that their resistance would expose the 
threatened town to a long-range fire of heavy guns 
from the enemy, but it would assuredly prevent 
the desecration of oiu* soil, and baulk his hopes of 
plunder. Nor would it encourage the enemy if^ 
in his marine razzias, one or two of his cruisers 
grounded in the neighbourhood of a band of skilled 
riflemen. The resvdt must be the capture of the 
vessel and of its crew. The Tiger was helpless 
at Odessa, and her enormous armament was im- 
able to reply to some light field-pieces and musketry 
from the cliff. I remember that at least one of our 
own gunboats was taken on a shoal in the Sea of 
Azov by some Russian riflemen and Cossacks; and if 
I recoUect rightly, another was abandoned under 
similar circumstances. Now, had there been no 
troops at hand to open fire immediately, the crews of 
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those sliips eould have worked them oS, but imme- 
diate attack rendered their capture inevitable. The 
crew of the Tiger, under the orders of her gallant and 
lamented Commander Giffard, were busily engaged 
in lightening her wheji the Cossack battery and a 
few troops hastened from Odessa to the spot where 
she was lying, and compelled them to surrender. 
Had the men worked uninterruptedly for two hours 
more, there was every chance, I am assured, of her 
being got off. If we had local companies all along 
our coasts, an enemy^s vessel, situated as the Tifjfer 
or the gtmboats to which I have alluded were 
placed, must become a prize ; but if we have to wait 
for the march of troops, she may in all probability 
get off. It is on the coast, then, that Rifle Volunteers 
would be most useful, and I urge upon the leaders 
in this movement to direct their efforts to the mari- 
time towns and populations in the first instance. As 
yet, I confess, the progress made in actual enrolment 
is not so satisfactory as might be desired and 
expected. Meetings have been held, subscriptions 
made, speeches delivered, and committees ap- 
pointed ; but as yet I look in vain for any large 
results, for any great enrolment of men, for any 
practical commencement with the rifle. Let us 
urge it on, and, above all, let us press the move- 
ment along the coast and in all seaports and 
maritime towns. It would be great shame and 
great peril for England if the appeal that has, 
been made to her fails, whether the failure be 
caused by disbelief in the existence of danger, 
apathy, reliance on actual means of defence, or in 
confldence of her ability to put forth adequate 
means of resistance when the danger does arrive. 
Let us, I say again, do all that lies in our power 
to awaken the seaboard to a sense of a possible 
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danger — ^let us girdle the shores with chaius of 
volunteer rifle companies. Right before them is 
the best practice ground possible for the target — 
low beaches^ strands^ and high cliffs ; whilst the 
country behind them is admirably adapted for 
practice in military movements and drill. When 
every man who is able to equip himself has laid 
out his 151. or 20J., and has done so, it will be 
quite time enough to consider how far the State 
should move in aid of those who are willing to 
become volunteer riflemen, but are only partially 
or not at aU able to purchase rifles and uniform. 
It has been said, but it is scarcely credible, that 
the ardour ^ of our gentlemen and yeomanry has 
been cooled by the notification that, if they enrol 
themselves, they become amenable to military 
command, discipline, and responsibility, that they 
must act under martial law, and be subject to re- 
straint on the part of the military authorities. Now, 
although it would be prudent to relax mere military 
rules and regulations as far as possible, it is quite 
evident that the State cannot accept the services of 
any body of armed men without requiring that these 
men should obey the authorities she recognises as 
the sole administrators of her military system. In. 
no State in the world are, or could be, permitted armed 
bands independent of State control. If Englishmen 
will refuse to enrolthemselves becausethe State asserts 
its natural right over them, well and good. Let them 
practise at their targets — ^let them form rifle clubs — 
let them, when the enemy appears, turn out and 
wage a veritable guerilla against him; but let 
them recollect that they deprive the State of one- 
half the confidence she would feel in their support,, 
and themselves of the skill, discipline, and power of 
combination which would make them all but irre- 
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«istible. There is no Englishman so proud that he 
ought to feel humiliated by any conditions imposed 
upon him by his allegiance to the Queen, or by the 
military service of his country. There is no English- 
man so great that the carrying of arms in the service 
of his country shall not make him greater. The 
State, in her necessity, may accept the service of her 
citizens without condition or compact ; but when that 
-necessity comes, her citizens would show but little 
patriotism or devotion if, as the price of their assis- 
tance, they demanded the abrogation of all the laws 
which good government imposes on military organi- 
zations. To those who accept the guidance of those 
laws, and make compact with the State, she offers 
advantages of no ordmary kind — ^the full recognition 
of their military status, the guardianship of their 
children and wives in case of death in the field, 
exemption from more special service. In the mo- 
ment of supreme peril, all who can bear an arm to 
kill or woimd may no doubt be foimd ready to die 
for their country ; but that peril might never have 
come, had the people, by some small abatement of 
pride, some better appreciation of their duty as 
citizens, some juster estimate of the soldiers* duties 
and profession, some small self-sacrifices of time or 
money, or prejudice, gathered round her in all the 
dignity of their strength, and offered to the sight of 
Europe the magnificent aspect of a nation of warriors 
disciplined as soldiers, and free as those '^ who fought 
at great Thermopylae,'* divided into well-ordered 
bands, in sufficient numbers, and each with sufficient 
individual skill to render their united mass greater 
in prowess, power, and strength, than the greatest 
force that despotism ever summoned to trample out 
the light of liberty. 

The great Council of the nation is on the eve of 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER, ^3 

assemblings and it is to be hoped that the Ministers 
will come forward with some plain practical proposi- 
tion with respect to these Volunteer Corps which are 
in course of formation^ and for the encouragement 
of those who are willing to create or join them. It 
would be perhaps advisable to stimulate the zeal of 
poor districts by the usual bounty, and by concessions 
as to arms and uniform. But it is to be trusted that 
there are hundreds of thousands of young men in 
England who need no such incitements or assistance ; 
and it would be unwise, perhaps, to insist on any 
further military subordination than the general sub- 
mission of the Volunteers, when enrolled, to martial 
law in time of war, and their general supervision by 
the military authorities in time of peace. It should 
be distinctly understood that a military ofScer, 
quoad officer, should have no power over any volun- 
teer, unless specially appointed to command or 
engaged in action. Whatever we do — ^let me say it 
again and again — ^let us begin on the Coast. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

ORGANIZATION— REASONS FOR PREFERRING RIFLE 
COMPANIES AND CORPS TO CLUBS AND ASSOCIA- 
TIONS. 

There is already some difference of opinion re- 
specting the mode in which the Volunteer Corps are 
to be provided with arms. Some are of opinion that 
as the volunteers find themselves (the men), the 
country should find the arms ; others maintain that 
the volunteers should purchase their own arms and 
equipments, and that eligible men who may not be 
in a position to do so should be furnished with the 
means by subscriptions either of a local or general 
character made for that purpose. 

To be really useful and national, all exclusiveness 
and dilettanteism should be banished from the Vo- 
lunteer Corps. The country should accept the ser- 
vices of every man who is able and willing to join 
in her defence ; and if he be a man of good cha- 
racter, strong and active, but too poor to buy uniform 
and arms, it seems bad policy to lose his services for 
the want of a few pounds. On the other hand, it 
cannot be denied that there would be more spirit 
andferte about a corps which consisted of men who 
owned all they had about them, and who had pre- 
sented themselves to the country without cost to her, 
and with some material guarantees given on their 
side that their patriotism could stand the test of loss 
of money and loss of time. Each man would take 
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greater care of his arms if they were his own^ and 
woTild feel more at home in his clothes and more of 
the spirit of a volunteer. 

It seems desirable^ then^ that all who can purchase 
arms and uniform should do so at once ; and if their 
numbers do not come up to the strength which the 
Government would like to see incorporated, it would 
be time to consider the propriety of encouraging 
subscriptions for armament and clothing, or of grant- 
ing arms and uniform from the national treasury. 
We must remember that there is a militia to which 
the poorer classes of our gallant coimtrymen should 
be encouraged to go as much as possible, and that 
the line depends very greatly on the militia for its 
supply of men. If a man joins a volunteer corps 
he is exempt from militia service, and this point 
requires to be attentively considered, though its 
fiill effect cannot be determined till we see something 
more of the present movement. When Parliament 
meets we shall know more of the sense of the coimtry 
on these questions, and by that sense the mode of 
formation of Volunteer Corps must be settled and 
decided. One thing, however, can at once be pro- 
nounced.* The structure, the control, and the spirit 
of these corps must be military, and they must be 
under the ordinary military authorities of the country. 
They must be well officered by men of experi- 
ence appointed by the Lord-Lieutenant, as the 
representative of the Queen, but recommended or 
elected by the whole body of the Company of Vo- 
lunteers. The Company appears to be the best unit 
of formation, and there are few parishes in England 
where one hundred men cannot be found eager to 
carry arms, to practise their use, to condemn them- 

* These lines were written ere the Circular from Government was 
issued, and before the meeting of the new Parliament, 
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selves to some little privations in order to get amup 
and equipments and time for drill. There are many 
hundreds of half-pays available to officer those com- 
panieS; and hundreds more of stout squires who 
^^ sold out'^ on comii^ into their estates^ on mar- 
riage, or on quarrelling with the major, who will now 
no doubt be proud to head a company of their own 
tenants and neighbours, and to prepare them dili- 
gently for the evil day of that great Armageddon< 
when we shall be called upon to fight jwa aria etfoeis. 
The old pensioner in the village, the retired sergeant 
at the lodge-gate, the gardener who got that wound 
at Inkerman, all would aid in teaching our Volun- 
teers their duty, and '^ show how fields are won." 
If we are earnest in this matter, there can be in two 
months 500,000 volunteers enrolled; but it will be 
some time more ere we can hope to see each man 
armed and clad properly, even if Government gives 
all the aid in its power. If we are lukewarm, the- 
movement will become a national disgrace, and its> 
failure will be the strongest inducement to our enemy,, 
whoever he may be, to attack us. 

In forming each local company, never to exceed 
one hundred strong, let us not be too proud to take 
the usual vaurienage of the village. Who knows but 
the pride of carrying arms wiU make that permanent 
prop of the alehouse wall a mobile valiant citizen, 
quicken his self-respect, and teach him to work and 
labour ? The gamekeeper knows well that Master 
Bede there is a bit of a poacher; but he can tell, too, 
that Master Bede can knock oflf the head of a rabbit 
as clean as a whistle with a dose of No. 7, and that 
he can run a mile, hide, dodge, and double in cover 
fast as a hare, and is the makings of a thorough 
rifleman. Let the squire take Master Bede, then, 
in spite of the gamekeeper, and let him work the 
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same way all through the village^ and only avoid 
flat-footed, lark-heeled, knock-kneed men, or such 
as are ^^ too fat and scant o^ breath,^^ for he must 
remember that he is not picking out a model con- 
gregation, but is preparing a company of soldiers. 
To each company there should be at least three 
ofllcers, a captain and two subalterns (I would pre- 
fer four), and it would be most desirable to secure 
the services of some old steady soldiers as sergeants 
and dnllers. Ten such companies might form a 
battalion, to be divided into two wings of five com- 
panies each, to be under a commandant or major ; 
but there would be no necessity for calling them to 
act together till the companies had been tolerably 
well dnlled, and, above all, had learned tai^et prac- 
tice well. When called together, there might be a 
general competition at the target, which would create 
immense emulation among the different companies. 
Wherever it was practicable the Volunteers should 
be trained in the field to act at reviews and field 
days with regular troops or militia. 

As far as one can judge of the present movement, 
there is as yet a decided tendency to favour "Clubs" 
or " Associations,^^ instead of " Corps" or ^^ Com- 
panies.^^ This tendency is unfavourable to real effi- 
ciency, and to utility in case of need. I say it with 
out ofience, but in all truthfcdness, that I would not 
place much reliance on Rifle " Clubs," in event of an 
invasion, and that I fear they would be nearly usdess^ 
for military purposes. Why should not earnest, 
straightforward men, who really mean to fight for 
their country, if there be occasion, try to attain 
the greatest efficiency in the art of fighting? Why 
should they fear any approach to the discipline and 
subordination of military bodies? Why should they 
suspect Government of any designs upon them ? If 
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men join rifle-clnbs as they join cricket-clubs, or 
boat-clubs, merely to indulge in a favourite amuse- 
ment in pleasant company, I do not anticipate much 
good from the movement, although it' is far more 
needful and desirable for our young men to know the 
use of the rifle than the use of the bat or of the oar. 
I fear that rifle-clubs will become merely the resort, 
for a few hours in the week, of some members who 
like rifle-shooting, " a cigar, and a glass of brandy- 
and- water, a little friendly gossip, perhaps a rubber, 
and so to hei" Such men, so constituted, would in 
the field be the very cheap, but the very inefficient 
defence of England. What I contend for is the 
^^ Rifle Company^' regularly officered and regularly 
drilled, and well practised, which in time can act in 
concert with its fellows in a battle, and which may 
be regarded as a military body. The other day I 
saw a young gentleman walking down Oxford-street 
in a fine new uniform. He had a shiny black leather 
shako on his head mth a long waving plume, and 
worsted cap-lines. His slender body was squeezed 
into a much-bebraided dark cloth timic, with thick 
silk cord on neck, breast, and cuflEs. Belt with 
whistle and calls suspended his useless pouch under 
one shoulder, his waist was squeezed by another belt 
to the ^^ n^*" ;'' in his hand he bore a ponderous sabre 
with a heavy polished steel scabbard (such as our 
regular rifle officers very absurdly wear at present), 
with the usual slings and fittings ; and his trousers 
were strapped so tightly, he could scarcely put his 
feet to the ground : a more absurd, ridiculous little 
object of a military nature I had never seen before, and 
so I was tempted to find out of what manner it was, 
and found that it was an officer of a newly established 
'^ Rifle Club.^^ Now, a more helpless creature than 
he would be, if turned out of his rifle -club one fine 
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mornings and told to post his club to protect a po6i-« 
tion, or take up ground on a common, cannot well 
be imagined. There is no element of military life in 
a club. The genius of a club is equality among its 
members. The genius of a military body is sub^ 
ordination, which is the opposite of equality in the 
sense in which I am speaking. Sooner than have no 
movement at all, let us take clubs as the foyers, where 
our ardour in learning the use of arms is to glow 
fireely and fervidly; but if we would secure greaty 
permanent, indubitable results, let us have companies, 
battalions, corps of a military character. It would 
be tedious to refer to the details of the various meet-' 
ings which have taken place in reference to the for- 
mation of Volunteer Corps ; but I may observe that 
Scotland appears to be relying on Leith Firth for the 
safety of Edinburgh, and on Dumbarton Castle for 
the security of Glasgow. The Highlands may take 
care of themselves, and Aberdeen has its granite 
quarries for protection. As to Ireland, we forget all 
about Hoche and Humbert, the landing at Killala^ 
the action of Castlebar, and the march of a handful 
of French Eepublicans into the very centre of the isle 
onwards without impediment. The most devoted 
United Irishman who possesses a decent house, a 
pony, or even a pig, may rest assured that at the 
hands of the fraternizing Zouave, or of the gay 
Chasseur d'Afrique, he would receive but little con- 
sideration. Theconductof hisfriendswhen they landed 
before the ^98 might assure him on that point. 
Where is Trinity College, with its many hundreds 
of undergraduates and young graduates, apti ad 
arma portandi? Where are the sons of the old 
Volunteers? Are they waiting till they hear of a 
hostile fleet off Kingstown or Belfast ? In England 
and Wales the results of the meetings are as yet 

c 
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somewliat disappointing^ and there is evinced a 
greater spirit of dependence on Government, and of 
want of dependence on themselves, than is nsual 
with the people of Great Britain. Look at the pro- 
ceedings reported on the day I write. At Cardiff^ 
the Committee agree that "the Secretary should 
solicit the Lord-Lieutenant to urge on the Govern- 
ment the necessity of providing arms and drill, other- 
wise the few members already enrolled would form 
themselves into a Rifle Club,'' 

At Great Yarmouth it was resolved that a Volim- 
teer Rifle Corps should be established, and a number 
present enrolled their names, and others, who could 
not conveniently bear arms, oflfered their subscrip- 
tions. At Kensington, a practical meeting adapted 
Mr. Wright^s very sensible proposition, of enrolling 
members of the " Rifle Association," imder three 
heads — No. 1. Practising members paying for their 
own rifles and uniforms, and a subscription of \L 1*. 
in advance. No. 2. Effectives, paying in whole or 
part for rifles and imiforras, who would enrol them- 
selves as willing to serve in case of invasion. No. 3. 
Non-effectives, who would subscribe 2/. %s, to the 
general fund, but were unable to practise or act. But 
why did they not call themselves a Corps instead of 
an Association, and divide themselves into as many 
companies of 100 each, as the 1st and 2nd classes 
constitute, and the 3rd class would pay for? At 
Manchester, so far as I can understand, nothing was 
done, except to send Mr. Chadvdck to London to 
ask the Government to give greater aid to Man- 
chester than Manchester would give to herself. 

At Langton there was another practical meetings 
which resolved " that, in case Government do not 
give rifles, steps be taken to provide them for those 
working men who may be willing to join, but are 
unable to purchase for themselves." 
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The men of Messrs. Silver^s large factory at North 
Woolwich, have resolved to form a corps — I hope in 
two companies — of 200 strong ; and the gentlemen 
connected with the railways terminating in London^ 
have formed a railway corps ^^ above 100 strong/' 

At Reading, the meeting forwarded proposals to 
iiie Lord-Lieutenant, which, judging from his reply, 
were not adopted by him, because they were not 
based on the War Office regulations. 

In Shrewsbury, the lieutenancy of Shropshire 
concur with the Lord-Lieutenant in his desire to 
afford every £aciliiy for the organization of Bifle 
Corps — and pass resolutions to promote the object. 

At Sheffidd, a numerous meeting, "enthusias- 
tically in favour of a Rifle Corps,'' objected to the 
Government propositions, and thought the Govern- 
ment ought " at least to find the rifles." 

At Windsor, an exclusive corps is to be formed of 
the keepers and employes of the Royal parks and 
farms, mustering 150 men. It ought to be first- 
rate, but two roimds of grape mi^H destroy it. 

IVom this resume it will be seen that there is a 
great want of uniformity in the designs and actions 
of the people in respect to the organization of Rifle 
Corps. 

The people require to be aroused and instructed. 
As yet the movement has not produced its expected 
results ; but we must not be altogether disheartened. 
If the Government gives the word, and a liberal 
encouragement is given to the inhabitants of these 
Isles, they will come forward when there is an occa- 
sion for action. Let us try to induce them to come 
forward ere the occasion arises. 

In 1777, after the surrender of Burgoyne at 

Saratoga, a considerable agitation sprung up to aid 

the Crown with troops. Manchester and Liverpool 

raised each a regiment 1000 strong. In other places 

c2 
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public meetings of towns^ counties, and great cor- 
porate bodies were encouraged, at which resolu- 
tions were proposed for the general levying of men 
for the service. But London hung back ; and as the 
corporation rejected motions for men or money,, 
private subscriptions were opened to raise men for 
the public service. An attempt to induce the Cor- 
poration of Bristol to raise men met with a similar 
fate; and the intended measure failed in the 
counties. But in the face of an actual war with 
France the spirit of the nation was roused, and 
volunteers flocked in abundance at the cry of 
danger. Whether they would have been very 
efficient in resisting invasion we were happily spared 
any occasion of determining ; but neither Sir JohiL 
Moore nor Sir Ralph Abercrombie had any very high 
opinion of the military merits of those irregulars ; and 
admitting that their opinion was biassed to a certain 
extent by the professional. contempt which a soldier 
feels for undriUed combatants, it cannot be doubted 
that to the regular troops of Bonaparte such a force 
could have ofiered little resistance, although they 
might • inflict severe chastisement on them in 
retreat. - - . 

There are (according to McCulloch) about 14,00ft 
parishes in England and Wales, some of which 
extend 'into two counties, or pass beyond the 
limits of one ^^ hundred.^* In many cases the 
parish would afford materials for more than one 
company, in others it would be inconvenient to 
adopt the parish as the basis of a corps of riflemen; 
but in all it would, I trust, be easy to get men ready 
to serve in case of need, and whether the denomina- 
tion of the corps be that of a parish or not, matters 
little if we have the men. In the old days, when 
England was divided into knights' fees, there were 
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always 60,000 men ready for forty days' •service when 
tlie Crown called on its tenants in capUe and holders 
of fees to come to the aid of the Sovereign. We had 
then no colonies to defend, and the proportion of 
this force to that which we now maintain is very 
great, considering the vast changes which have taken 
place in our position as a great power, and in our 
relations with the rest of the world. In 1808 our 
force, including Volunteer Corps, yeomanry, and 
militia, amounted to 450,000 men who were actually 
embodied, and in 1815 we had 138,000 infantry of 
the line. Our present establishment consists of an 
equal number, of whom more than 70,000 are in 
India, and our total force of all kinds, including 
colonial localized corps, consists of about 230,000 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and men. 

In Lieutenant Busk's book it is proposed to 
divide England into 400 districts, and to raise one 
regiment from each district, varying from 400 
to 1000 strong. Now, for my own part, I much 
prefer the actual divisions of parishes as the basis 
of the formation, each parish furnishing the ma- 
terials of its own company. Hundreds, or rating- 
districts for poor-law purposes, would do equally 
well; but a known and existent division would be 
the most effective. 

In some quarters, and in some parts of England, 
there is a disposition to favour the formation of 
corps of Mounted Bifles. By all means discourage 
it along the sea-coast, and in open coimtries, but do 
not let the movement interfere with the creation of 
infantry corps. It need not be observed that, for the 
cost of one cavalry rifleman, three foot-men could be 
maintained j but, on the other hand, those who are 
willing to join such corps must be men to whom 
time and money are no objects, or, at least, to whom 
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they belong in tolerable quantity. The only ad- 
vantage possessed by such bodies would be the power 
of moving rapidly from place to place in open ground;, 
but in thick^ copse-covered^ water-cut lands they 
would not be as useful as their infantry comrades. 
For vidette duties they would scarcely be fit tiU after 
long practice ; for it is not presumptuous in lae to 
express an opinion that the safety of an army ought 
to be confided only to its best and most skilful 
soldiers ; that the safety of an army depends almost 
as much on due notice being given of an opportunity 
to prepare for fighting as on fighting itself; that 
surprise is often disastrous^ and always bloody in its 
results; and that no duty is badly performed — so 
I have heard over and over again — ^by our country- 
men except one — ^but that one is outpost duty. In 
the Cape Mounted Rifles we have an excellent 
example of such corps ; but it is very large^ consists 
of ten troops, nearly one hundred strong each, is 
used in the open country, and is exposed to this 
strong disqualification, in common with all such 
corps, that in action one-third of the corps must be 
non-eflective, inasmuch as one man is obliged to 
hold three horses, his own and those of two dis- 
mounted comrades ; that the horses held in groups 
of three are fair marks for fire, and are likely to be 
killed or maimed, thus depriving men of the means 
of retreat, if necessary, and leaving them at the 
mercy ff a chargje of cavalry. Along our coast^ 
however, if gentlemen and young squires like to form 
troops of Mounted Rifles (to be armed with a 
double-barrelled, short Enfield carried in a bucket, 
with rifle-sword and revolver), let them do so by all 
means, for they would be useftd in collecting rapidly 
to resist a small descent from a sloop or frigate : 
their horses could be secured well out of sight ; they 
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could retreat rapidly, and warn friends and forces of 
the descent, if it were in force, and could (always 
supposing them to act in open country) do good 
service in acting with light troops. However, it is 
easily conceivable that the most perfect discipline is 
required to make such corps really effective, and 
that, without discipline, they are but spoiled cavalry 
and worthless riflemen. Nothing can be more 
miserably non-effective than the fire of mounted 
men. They may hit each other with a pistol in a 
melee, but the best cavalry officers I have conversed 
with have always said they would give their horse- 
men only a good sword if they had their will, except 
when acting as videttes. The man is tempted to use 
a carbine if he has it, and does not rely sufficiently 
on his proper arm, which is the sword. In the skirmish 
which took place between our cavalry and the horse 
of the Russian reconnoissance, on the day before the 
Alma,. our men, in beautiful line of skirmishers^ 
were drawn out before the regular Cossacks and 
light horse of the enemy, who sent out man to man^ 
and at the distance of two hundred yards or so the 
two lines commenced blazing away at each other 
with their carbines, and fired round after round for 
many minutes. Not one of our men or horses was 
touched ; and I only saw — and I think I saw all 
there was to see — one Cossack dismounted, his horse 
being hit or lamed. The Yeomanry corps are likely 
to do all that is required as Volunteer Cavriry ; but 
if the young squires like to aid them instead of 
trudging along with their labourers on foot, let them 
do so, sooner than do nothing. 

With regard to Volunteer Artillery, I respect- 
fully and briefly say, let us have none of it, nor 
trouble our heads about it. The expense would be 
very great, the time and trouble of disciplining 
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enormous. Artillery is not an arm to be played with 
by ignorant people. It is a highly exigent arm ; it 
demands assiduous attention; those who work it 
are rightly considered a scientific branch of the 
service ; and it would be necessary to drill Volunteers 
incessantly for many months ere they could be trusted 
with field-guns in actual service. The Militia artil- 
lery regiments should do all that is required as 
supplements to the regular horse and field-batteries. 
Tor siege guns^ however, there would be no harm in 
letting those who like it learn a little of that arduous 
and difficult work — ^handling and knocking about 
long thirty-twos or sixty-eights. It would, indeed^ 
be very useful if we had, at all fortified places, or 
wherever there were heavy guns mounted seawards^ 
men who could come forward when our artillery were 
pressed, or short in number; but beyond such 
amateur help as could be rendered in that way, I don^t 
think we can expect anything from Volunteer artil- 
lerymen, and that it would be a waste of time, 
enormous expense, and bad policy to encourage the 
formation of Voluliteer horse or field-batteries. It is 
possible that these views are erroneous ; but I know 
that when the Russian Grovemment were encou- 
raging Volunteers in all directions, during the 
Crimean war, they said, " No artillery volunteers- 
no guns required.^^ 

It is wise for the State to ascertain how far the 
martial spirit of the people will induce them to come 
forward as volunteers without any aid or assistance 
from the public purse; but if it should become de- 
sirable to place under arms larger bodies of men than 
those who thus present themselves, it wiU be the 
duty of Government to consider how that object 
may be best eflFected, and how far the State shall 
assist in its development. AU who aspire to the rank 
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of oflBcers should provide their own accoutrements. 
Lists should be prepared, whenever there is any 
volunteering spirit, of all the males able to bear 
arms, and give their time up for short drills and 
exercise, and these lists should be divided into classi- 
fied tables of those who could purchase arms and 
uniform, &c., of those who could only buy their own 
uniform or arms, and of those who could not pro- 
vide anything but a stout body and a willing heart. 
On these tables being sent through the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of the coimty to the Government, the War 
Department might proceed to send down drill ser- 
geants and to appoint the superior officers for the 
organization of the companies for their drill and for 
their formation into battdions. The local authorities 
should be instructed to give every facility in afford- 
ing men the means of practising, and those who could 
not famish themselves with arms, either partially or 
wholly, could be retained on a sort of reserved list to 
be rendered eflFective by Government grants of rifles, 
&c., whenever it seemed desirable to call them out. 
The expediency of giving bounty must be determined 
by circumstances; the gift would unquestionably 
augment the list of volunteers very much ; but the 
whole of the acts under which volunteer corps are 
legitimized and regulated, require revision and adap- 
tation to present circumstances. If this movement 
becomes general, it is to be apprehended that the 
old inconveniences which were experienced in 1804 
will happen again, and that serious disputes wiU take 
place between the officers of the corps and those ap- 
pointed by Government to inspect them. The 
Government cannot permit such a body as existed 
at that time to rise up again imcontrolled and with 
arms in their hands, and the necessity of looking 
after 600,000 men in 1804-5 was found very heavy. 
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SO that the Ministry appointed Inspecting Brigadier- 
Generals, who immediately came to loggerheads with 
the old field officers appointed to superintend the 
volunteer corps. It must be remembered at the time 
in question our position was such that Mr. Secre- 
tary Yorke declared it was a question whether the 
Grovernment would not be forced to use compulsory 
measures to fit men for the defence of the State* 
Yet we had then 120,000 sailors in our navy, includ- 
ing 30,000 marines, and our volunteers numbered 
325,000 eflFective men. The volunteer officers were 
then required to attend on the magistrates, who, in 
accordance with ^^ Regulations for the preserva- 
tion of good order, to be adopted in case of actual 
invasion in each county in Great Britain^^ (dated 
August 12, 1804), were to take charge of the de- 
fences to a certain extent, and to order the volun- 
teers and special constables on duty connected with 
the suppression of disturbances, in prison guards, 
and in escorts for military purposes. Such and more 
onerous duties would probably be required from them 
in case of war, though some of our own population are 
to be dreaded as they were in 1804, The privileges 
granted by the 44 Geo. III., cap. 54, are very small in 
character and insignificant in value. If the volun- 
teers had larger exemptions and more liberal treats 
ment there would be more anxiety to enrol. They 
have, however, some which are of real utility. They 
are entitled to pay in case of invasion, and their 
families are placed in the same position as those of 
miUtiamen. Although the Queen may place what- 
ever general she pleases in command, the various 
corps are led by their own officers and are not to be 
moved to any other body, and their officers rank as the 
jroungest of their respective ranks with those of the 
line and of the militia. From all those provisions inde-» 
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pendent troops cannot be considered as exempt^ but 
Hifle Clubs can scarcely participate in any. There 
is one objection to pay beyond the mere expense- 
that it destroys the voluntary character of the force 
as a spontaneous soldiery^ and reduces it to that of 
a mercenary militia. But it is better to take any- 
thing we can get than to have nothing at aU. All 
bodies of men in arms^ when assembled with the 
concurrence of the authorities, are liable to the ope- 
rations of the Articles of War. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE DBILL AND DBESS, ETa 

TiET US suppose the company is now formed^ or that 
:a club has been got up in some place where there is 
a sufficient space available for practice^ and let us 
«ee what steps should be taken to make them of use 
in the field. In the first place, we have to meet this 
serious objection, that arms must be placed in the 
hands of those who have not been trained to use 
them. All the prehminaiy drill, which is so neces- 
sary and useful in the regular regiments, can scarcely 
be learned by corps, and I fear will not be learned 
at all by clubs. The rifle is purchased, and each 
man is yearning to use it, but before a wise man puts 
«down a ball-cartridge or pulls a trigger, he wiU, at all 
events, learn of what the weapon consists, how it can 
be taken to pieces and put together again, and make 
himself acquainted with the adhesions and luses of 
stock, barrel, sights, lock, ramrod, bayonet, and 
trigger. Let him keep the mechanism of the lock 
for investigation to some period of fuller knowledge. 
If there is no armourer handy, or the sei^eant is 
not arrived, the volunteer cannot do better than 
purchase Busk's ^^ Rifle and how to Use Ity^^ which 
gives the fuUdst information on all points, elucidated 
by very clear plates or diagrams. Having got so far, 
it depends on the nature of the body to which he be- 
longs to decide what the next step should be ; but in 
my judgment he certainly ought to learn so much of 
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the manual and platoon exercise as shall enahle liinir 
to act in concert with his fellows^ to handle his rifle 
without danger to them or to himself^ to load and 
fire it properly. After which, let him begin sedu- 
lously to practise at the target. Most probably he 
will b^in at the target fii^t. Drill to an adult is 
exceedingly distressing ; the dreadftd rigidity of the 
sei^eant, the monotonous, loud, croaking, never- 
ending orders, the exacting nature of the man who 
gives them, his aggravating English. ^^ At the word» 
Fix-x-x (a pause and a rush at) swooo-erds, place 
the rifle with the right hand smartly between the 
knees, guard to the front.^' " Your right hand 's all 
wrong ! As you were ! Begin again ! ^' prove be- 
yond endurance, to lazy men or nervous people ; but^ 
whatever the result, I would recommend that no 
man, under any pretence, should be permitted to use 
a single round of ball-cartridge till he had learned to 
load in the proper manner, and to go through the 
'^ready,'^ '^present,^^ and '^fire,^' and knew how 
to take aim in the way soldiers are taught to do. 
If the volunteers reaUy intend to fight, if it is not 
merely playing at soldiers they are engaged in, they 
will learn all this and more ; and they will aequire a 
knowledge not only of the nfle, but of the rifle with 
the swGid bayonet attached to it. Isolated footmen 
can make themselves very troublesome to deal with 
if they understand the bayonet exercise thoroughly, 
and there are very few horsemen, whether hussars, 
lancers, or dragoons, who would willingly attack a 
foot-soldier standing at bay and well placed to de- 
fend himself. Even in the open a foot-soldier 
need fear very little firom a horseman who is armed 
only with a sabre or lance, provided the former is 
skiUed in the use of his weapon. In the late Indian 
campaign the enemy invariably broke before our 
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infantry ; but when they were attacked in their flight 
by our horse, they invariably resisted, and cost us 
the lives of most valuable officers and men. I have 
seen many instances of desperation on the part of 
Sepoys who defended themselves with firelock and 
bayonet or sword with such success, that it required 
the efforts of three or four troopers to dispose of 
them. There is a disposition at present to reject the 
sword or bayonet because it is cumbrous, but I 
would strongly recommend all our volunteers to 
teach themselves its use, and to study the exercise 
conjointly with the practice of the shooting-ground. 
Sir Charles Napier has told them how txr they may 
safely go in their drill, but he has not restricted 
volunteers to any limit of excellence in their sharp- 
shooting, and they cannot go too far in their ex- 
ertions in that part of their business. As to the 
excellence which may be attained by a firm hand and 
a cool eye, there is no bounds, except such as nature 
puts, and which art cannot overcome, in the flight of 
projectiles. Mr. Whitworth's experiments show 
how certain a man in possession of these attributes 
should be of killing another at the distance of three- 
quarters of a mile, provided there is no great amount 
of wind at the time to divert the course of the bullet. 
There is no reason indeed (except the natural re- 
sults of human nervousness on the part of a man 
when shot at) to prevent a battalion, with a front of 
400 rank and file, killing every one of an opposing 
body of the same strength at 500 yards' distance by 
one discharge ; but that is a degree of perfection 
which is not likely to be speedily attained in legiti- 
mate homicide. If a man standing 22 inches 
broad and 5 feet 8 inches high, were to place himself 
at 200 yards from a fair rifle-shot, he ought to 
receive bullet after bullet from the latter between 
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his head and his hips^ for the latter ought certamly 
not to miss him once in a dozen shots. The effect 
of return fire depends on one^s constitution — on the 
best and coolest hand it has some influence. There 
are few who visited the aqueduct across the Inker- 
man Quarries ravine who do not remember ^^ Rouge- 
Bonnet/^ the Russian rifleman^ who was wont to 
keep such a sharp look-out on all visitors. Our 
firiend wore a red cap, which rendered him very 
conspicuous, and gained him the name from the 
French soldiers who held the ravine. He lived 
among some old ruins about 700 yards distant, and 
as soon as morning broke he announced his presence 
by some well-directed shot at any object which was 
visible above the wall of the aqueduct. Now I 
will tell you what I have seen this man do. A part 
of the sights of the Quarries ravine was to get Rouge- 
Bonnet to show himself, which was generally ma- 
naged by putting up a kepi on the end of a bayonet 
and moving it along just above the top of the wall, 
or by a young Zouave standing for a moment on the 
wall itself. ^^ Ping '^ came the bullet, and flattened 
itself with a fizz against the rock close by the side 
of the mark aimed at, which must have seemed but 
a speck at the place where the keen-eyed Muscovite 
was stationed. After firing, he always came out 
from his comer, and proceeded cooUy to load his 
rifle whilst the French riflemen were potting at him 
from every direction; but the moment he wished to 
deliver a shot in return, he went behind his stone 
breastwork, and the near escapes of those at whom 
he aimed proved what marvellous shooting he made. 
Indeed, the French could not be induced to believe it 
was the same man, and insisted that it was a ruse 
of the enemy to put a red cap on their best shots 
one after another, and send them in till they were 
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killed or wounded ; but I believe that they were^ 
wrongs and that this one man cost them the loss of 
several officers^ and of at least five-and-twenty men. 

Unless a rifleman is a good judge of distances^ his 
good shooting is of very little service, and gallery 
practice, if here the distances are marked off, may- 
prove very fallacious in the field or open country, 
where the man has to judge whether he whom he 
desires to hit is at 500 or at 550 yards. Often and 
often have I seen a foot-soldier running from a dis* 
abled rifle-pit escape through the shots of 50 or 60 
men. The difficulty i3 increased in the case of a 
horseman crossing the line of fire, who has a proba- 
bility of escape from all but a chance shot at 40O 
yards. On the Raptee, the other day, the enemy^* 
sowars were bahadooring about in face of our men 
as they emerged from the wood, and escaped imin- 
jured, though the rifles opened a very sharp fire 
upon them, which drove them out of range. We 
must not exaggerate the merits of the rifle, great as 
they are, and vast as are their influences ; nor should 
we form erroneous impressions respecting the value 
of light troops. 

It seems determined by the result of the present 
war that battles shall continue to be won as of yore, 
notwithstanding the improvements in long-range 
arms. What I have seen of warfare all along has 
confirmed the impression that no extent of range 
will ever materially affect great principles of military 
science, or diminish the advantages of discipline. At 
Alma, though Admiral Menschikoff foimd it conve- 
nient to imagine that the Light Division was a dense 
cloud of skirmishers, who inflicted great losses on 
him by their rifles, it was the close work and the 
tremendous fire, delivered at a hundred yards, which 
enabled us to take our portion of the position ; and 
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the same remark is true of the French attack. We 
now see Austrians and French at the same close 
work, charging guns, taking batteries, bajronetting 
and close firing, the sharpshooters being driven in 
by the advance of the troops in column, or cleared 
oflF like flies with a whisk by artillery. 

Baron Jomini considered that the proportion be- 
tween regular infantry of the line and fight troops 
should be as three to one ; and he laid it down as 
an axiom that the occasions of war required two 
kinds of infantry — one to support the shock of an 
enemy by its union, and repel his efforts, the other 
to reconnoitre and harass him in skirmishing, and 
pursue him in a close country. But Napoleon 
maintained that there never could be more than one 
kind of infantry, because, said he, the firelock is the 
best weapon for war ever invented. 

Since his time we have " changed all that,^' so 
far as the weapon goes, but the principles of mili- 
tary science are immutable. The only alteration 
we can effect is the general application of these prin- 
ciples. 

In the most recent exposition of war we see that, 
however the slaughter may be increased by the use 
of arms of precision, the fate of the day is still deter- 
mined by the fire of artillery, and by fighting at close 
quarters. There is a delusion, against which I shall 
never cease to contend, because I believe it to be a 
delusion — ^it is the belief that long-range fighting 
can affect the actual results of a campaign, or can 
alter the characteristics of troops so as to give un- 
disciplined bodies of marksmen advantages over 
regular troops in the field. Every one has heard of 
the old joke of Curran, or some one of the patriarchs 
of facetiae, respecting the dead-shot who could snuff 
out a candle and yet missed his man in a duel ; for, 

D 
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as he said^ he could hit the caudle because he koeiir 
it could not fire at him. 

The importance of rapidity of movement, always 
great, is now enhanced very much by the length of 
range and precision of fire. The longer men are 
in a position of which the range is ascertained, the 
greater is their loss. Ims^ine how disheartaodng 
and destructive it would be to have a race with a 
party of the enemy^s infantry for the possession of a 
copse or hedgerow and to find yourselves beaten, and 
not only beaten in the race, but obliged to lose 
heavily from the fire of the en^ny in ambush. 

But rapidity is of but little avail if there is neither 
knowledge nor order, nor concert in the movement. 
It is in the possession of these things that discipline 
is invaluable. One man advances when ordered to 
take a battery because he knows his right and left- 
hand comrades, and his rear-rank man will advance 
also. The bravest would refuse to go alone. Disci- 
pline gives steadiness, which is the child of confi- 
dence and the mother of victories. But steadiness 
is by no means incompatible with rapidity of move- 
ment, and even with rapidity of firing, when the 
latter is desirable. The moment a man becomes 
quite certain that he can kill whatever object of his 
own size may be within 500 yards of him if he 
chooses to pull the trigger of his rifle, he has ac- 
quired a stock of self-knowledge, which, in a military 
sense, multiplies his value very many times over. 

I have abeady expressed my opinion, quantum 
valeat, in respect to the great advantage oi com- 
panies and corps over clubs or associations ; but I 
would not by any means desire to have it understood 
that I thought Rifle Clubs quite useless. They are 
better than nothing, and I believe in time they will 
form companies, or the nuclei of local corps. I do 
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not propose to lay down any rules for the formation 
of clubs. Lieutenant Hans Busk, of the Victoria 
Bifles, has anticipated all I had to say on that sub- 
ject in his very useful book on Rijie Volunteers ■; 
and, besides, the rules will generally depend upon 
local circumstances so far as the amount of sub- 
scription, shooting days, duties of officers, &c., are 
concerned.. Wild shooting should be carefully 
avoided, for a club may get into sad disrepute by 
shooting the village bull, or grazing the ribs of an 
eminent solicitor. 

Mr. BusVs hoops, or arches, are very good guides, 
and the more of them the better for yoimg shots ; 
but they will spoil self-reliance and good shooting at 
long ranges. Where it would be difficult or expen- 
sive to put up heavy mounds of earth, it would not 
be hard work for our young riflemen to learn to make 
their own parapet of gabions, well filled with earth, 
and placed three deep at least, with shoulders 
curving inwards towards the target. At the seaside 
or by sandy places sand-bags will form an excellent 
substitute for the solid mound. The best cover for 
the marker that I have ever seen is the shield, such 
as those used on board the French floating batterie3 
at Kinbum (the Devastation, Tonnant, and Lave)^ 
which was a sentry-box made of sheet iron in the 
form of a perpendicular section of a cylinder, about 
six feet high, and covered at the top. It revolves 
easily on a pin on the iron plate on which it stands, 
and the man who is inside sees readily, by means 
of various minute holes pierced in the iron plate, at 
the level of the eyes. 

Whatever may be the merits of private bodies in 

matters connected with the manufacture of arms, 

it is certain that, in drilling, manoeuvring, and 

firing, the best guides are the Government instruc- 

d2 
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tions ; and I recommend them to all corps or clubs^ 
whichever they may be, whose members axe desirous 
of attaining efficiency in the field as marksmen or 
fighters. There cannot be sounder principles than 
those upon which the General Order of the 10th of 
March was instituted for the promotion of sharp- 
shooting in the regular army ; and these regulations 
might be adopted with great advantage in volunteer 
corps, who could, however, dispense with the money 
payments, and be content with the badge, &;c. 
These regulations would serve as a basis for the rules 
of any local battalion, consisting, as I have recom- 
mended, of eight or ten local companies. They are 
as follows :— 

** Horae Guards, March 10, 1858. 
'^ The General Commanding in Chief, with a view 
to stimulate individual exertion, and to reward the 
proficiency of soldiers in the use and management of 
the rifle musket, has been pleased to institute a 
system of ' prizes for good shooting -/ and the ac- 
companying regulations for the award of the same 
having received the concurrence of the Secretary of 
State for War, his Royal Highness desires that they 
may be strictly observed throughout the infantry and 
embodied militia. 

'^ By command, 
^^ G. A. Wetheball, Adjutant-General.^^ 



'^ REGULi^TIONS TO GOVERN THE ISSUE OF PRIZES POB. 
GOOD SHOOTING. 

^^ 1 . The regimental prizes for good shooting will 
be three — ^viz., 

" 1st Prize. — To the best shot of the battalion, 
a badge of cross-muskets and a crown, worked in 
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gold, and entitling the wearer to extra pay at the 
rate of Zd. per day. 

^^ 2nd Prize. — ^To the best shot of each company, 
a badge of cross-muskets, worked in gold, and car- 
rying with it extra pay at the rate of Id, per day. 
" 3rd Prize. — To certain of the first-class shots, 
to be styled ^ marksmen,' and not to exceed 100 
per battalion, a badge of cross-muskets, worked in 
worsted, with Id, per day additional pay to each 
wearer. 

" 2. The badges are to be worked on cloth the 
colour of the facings of the regiment, and to be 
worn on the left arm, immediately above the slashed 
flap of the sleeve. 

^^ 8. In order to ensure, on the one hand, a high 
standard of efficiency, and, on the other, to guard 
against the public being called upon to pay for a 
lower standard of merit than is necessary, as well 
as to secure the utmost impartiality in the distribu- 
tion of the rewards, it is intended that the registers 
and annual practice returns shall be the data upon 
which the proficiency of the men shall be estimated. 
" 4. Accordingly, the best shot of the battalion 
will be that soldier who, in the practice of the first 
class, firing between 600 and 900 yards, obtains the 
greatest nmnber of points over seven. 

" 5. The best shot of the company will be that 
soldier who, in the practice of the first class of his 
company, firing between 600 and 900 yards, obtains 
the greatest number of points over seven. 

'' 6. To qualify a soldier for the position of a 
' marksman,' and the rewards attaching thereto, he. 
must, in the yearly course of practice, have obtained 
at least seven points in the first class, firing be- 
tween 600 and 900 yards, and possess competent 
knowledge of the laws affecting the flight of the 
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bullet, and the rules to be attended to in mamtabi- 
ing the efficiency of the rifle under all circumstances 
s^nd conditions, and display the requisite skill in 
j-udging distances, being at least in the first class 
at the final classification of the judging-distance 
practice. 

^^ 7. Should it happen that more than 100 men 
in the battalion (including the best battalion shot 
and the best shot of a company) come under the 
conditions specified in the foregoing paragraph, then 
those men who have obtained the greatest number 
of points are to be first selected for the reward and 
distinction. Should two or more men have obtained 
the same number of points (not less than seven) in 
the first cla&s, and be otherwise eligible for the re- 
ward, reference is to be made to their respective 
performances in the first and second periods of indi- 
vidual shooting, and those are to be selected who 
have obtained the greatest number of points therein. 
Should there still be a tie, reference is then to be 
made to their respective performances in the judging- 
distance practice, and the preference given to tibose 
who are the best judges of distance. 

^^ 8. Should the number of paid ' marksmen^ in 
a battalion be reduced by casualties during the year, 
the number may be completed from those men 
eligible for the reward (if there are any), under the 
conditions prescribed in paragraph 6. 

" 9. As a farther inducement to all ranks to vie 
with each other in this essential part of the sol- 
dier^s instruction, and in order that every man may 
.feel that, though he may not himself succeed in 
obtaining a prize, he can assist in obtaining one for 
his company, his Royal Highness the General Com- 
manding in Chief has further approved a supple- 
mentary prize of cross-muskets and crown, worked 



^ DRESS AND DRILIi. 51 

in gold but xinaccompaiiied by any pecuniary allow* 
ance^ being if om on the right arm by the sergeants 
of the best shooting company of every battalion. 

^'10. Should a sergeant of the best shooting com- 
pany be either the best shot of the battalion, the 
best shot of his company, or a marksman, he will 
wear the distinguislung badge of that position in 
addition to the badge sanctioned in the foregoing 
paragraph. 

"11. With a view to insure strict impartiality, it 
is essential that the several companies of a battalion 
should be kept as much intact as possible; they 
should therefore be equalized before the annual 
course of drill and practice commences, and no 
transfers be made, except such as are indispensable, 
until the period for commencing the practice in the 
following year. 

'^ 12. Although the best shootuig company can 
be established wherever a range of 300 yards can 
be obtained, and the company badge may be issued 
accordingly, it is to be clearly understood that no 
rewards will be granted to battalions unless they 
have been practised in the three periods of indi- 
vidual firing, as detailed in paragraphs 70, 77, aud 
85 of the Book of Instruction ; that imder no cir- 
cumstances will the limit of one best shot for a 
battalion, one for each company, and 100 marksmen^ 
including the two former, ever be allowed to be 
exceeded ; that, as an invariable rule, both the badge 
and its attendant allowance wiU have to be surren- 
dered by all who cease, ia the next annual course, 
to fulfil the conditions and maintain the superiority 
by which these rewards were earned; and that, 
should the shooting of any battalion fall below the 
average, the prizes will be wholly withdrawn, and 
issue of the additional pay suspended. 
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^' 13. Should it be ascertained, either through the 
reports received from the district inspector of mus- 
ketry, or through any other source, that any undue 
advantage has been taken by a battalion in the exe- 
cution of the several exercises in target and judging- 
distance practices, such, for instance, as counting 
ricochets ; placing marks to aim at, to denote the 
allowance to be made for wind, &c., whereby the 
practical skill of the soldier in the use of his rifle 
would be defeated ; firing at distances shorter than 
those enjoined by the regulations, and at a greater 
number of targets than are prescribed for the several 
distances ; departing in any way from the rules de- 
fined for conducting the different practices, or other- 
wise deviating from the spirit of the musketry regu- 
lations, published to ensure a uniformity of procedure 
throughout the army, such battalion will not be 
eligible for the rewards granted by these regulations. 

^^ 14. The best shot of the battalion and the best 
shot of the company will be allowed, in addition to 
the reward as such, the extra pay as ^ marksmen / 
but no soldier will be eligible for a reward for shoot- 
ing who is not in the first class in the final classifi- 
cation of the judging-distance practice. 

"15. The 100 prize-holding marksmen are to be 
distributed between service and depot companies in 
the following manner — viz., 

" 10 service companies . . , ^^ 1 lOO 
" 2 depot companies . . . 10/ 

"16. The extra pay is to be drawn, and the dis- 
tinguishing badges are to be worn for one year, 
commencing on the first day of the quarter suc- 
ceeding that in which the annual report of practice 
is required to be made up, or as soon as the necessary 
authority is received. 
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17. Badges of distinction will be supplied on 
application in the usual annual requisition for cloth*- 
ing^ and are to be retained in the quartermaster's 
stores for issue under the provisions of these regu* 
lations. 

^^ By command of His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cambridge, General Commanding-in- 
Chief, 

' G. A. Wbtheeall, Adjutant-General/' 



(<i 



Here we have a plaiii exposition of the grounds 
on which competitive firing should be conducted. 
It will be emulation, after all, which will force our 
clubs to become corps, ^and then they will learn drill 
and take a pride in excelling their neighbours, iiv 
distinguishing themselves in the field by their disci- 
pline, and at the target-ground by their close shoot- 
ing ; both of which will do them good service, should 
they ever be actively engaged. 

Far less important than organization in drill or 
arms, or anything which relates to the real e£S- 
ciency of volunteers, is a matter which, in the minds< 
of some of them, occupies a foremost place — I meam 
their dress. So long as there is such a uniformity 
in the appearance of corps of volunteers as will 
enable one to make out what it is, and will serve tOt 
enable comrades to recognise each other and know^ 
their officers, it really matters very little what they 
wear, provided it be not scarlet with white cross- 
belts and facings, that being a very conspicuous andr 
far-seen uniform, though scarlet without such addi~ 
tion is not so glaring as might be supposed at the 
distance of half-a-mile or so. It is of much- 
greater consequence that a soldier be well shod, 
so that he can march without blistering his feet, 
or knocking up, than that he be well dressed^ 
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Sut tlie efaako and tlie tunic are made matters 
•ef mtLch more moment with us than the cover- 
ing of the feet, and yet it is in the feet that 
much of the real efficiency of a soldier depends. 
Thanks to standing camps, drills, and field days 
since the Crimean war, there is little chance of be- 
holding English regiments of the guard crippled by 
a nine mUes^ march, or Highland corps d^elih 
hobbling into camp without a leg left, as they did on 
their march to Aladyn on the same occasion ; train- 
ing and exercise do much, but a bad boot will put 
the best soldier hots de combat in an hour over bad 
coimtry. 

As to uniform, the best I have seen suggested is that 
which was originally recommended by Lord Elcho, I 
think, in a letter to the Times, in which he proposed 
that form of nether garment called the knickerbocker 
for use in Volunteer Corps. That idea was followed 
up and improved upon by another writer, who sug- 
gests ^^ that each man should have a grey round felt 
hat, which he prices at 3*. ^d, ; a grey woollen frock 
short of the Imee, made with strap and buckle for 
the waist, 13«. 9tf. ; a pair of grey knickerbockers, 9«. ; 
a pair of coarse worsted stockings, 1*. %d, ; brown 
leather gaiters, 4*. 6d. ; stout lace-up boots, 10^. Qd.; 
accoutrements of brown leather, consisting of a 
fifty-round pouch with cap pocket, 6*. 6rf. ; pouch- 
belt, 8*. ; waist-belt with snake, 2^. M. ; frog for 
bayonet-belt, 1^. bd. ; rifle-sling, 1^. Sd. ; percussion- 
pouch on belt, l^. 3rf.; ball-bag with oil-bottle, 2s, M. ; 
lai^e waterproof havresack, 4s. 9d.; Enfield rifle, 
SI. 3*." The prices appear reasonable, but the En- 
field, with bayonet, will cost more, unless Govern- 
ment can and wiU supply the arm. 

I have seen the knickerbocker and its modifications 
in use, and I think it an admirable, easy, com- 
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fortable, nether- man. cover. If it is thought for any 
reason un-EngUsh, which it may be, though worn 
aknost universally in the Highlands tod elsewhere 
by grouse and deer shooters, let us have boots wide 
enough at the top to allow of the ends of the trousers 
being tucked in when the march lies in muddy 
places, or let us adopt short gaiters^ which answer 
just as weU. 

The knickerbocker should not be madoi^too baggy 
or long, because it has a tendency, in such cases, to 
catch in briers, &c., in thorny brakes and hedgerows, 
and the wearer would, under those circumstances, 
soon find himself reduced to a sort of impromptu kilt. 
1 prefer a russet brown, or grey, for the colour of all 
the dress — ^gaiters, cap, tunic, and trousers — as it is 
certainly the least visible under most circumstances, 
and is therefore the best for riflemen; and next to that 
is Russian grey, or that drab-grey colour which the 
Russians adopt for their universal outside coat. The 
other accoutrements seem reasonable and service- 
able. Our rifle-green black is certahily a bad colour, 
as any one may easily ascertain by observing them, 
in skirmishing order in front of a line at Aldershot, 
where they look like so many crows. 

Le Couteur^s work, with which I iam unacquainted, 
but which is quoted in a letter inserted in the Times 
of May 24th, contains curious and carefiilly-com- 
piled-looking tables respecting the . appearance of 
various colours at different distances, which restilt 
in showing that grey or reddish brown is the best 
for riflemen at all distances. The writer adds his 
recommendation on the subject of uniform, and pro- 
poses a brown foraging cap with a brown leather top 
to it, enclosing flat plates of steel to resist sword 
cuts, to which in the open riflemen would be much 
exposed from cavalry; a brown cloth shooting 
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jacket, rather tight at the waist, but very loose over 
the shoulders, sabre-proof shoulder-straps of bronzed 
chain ; accoutrements all brown ; a great coat with 
hood. He adds that it would scarcely be known 
whether troops clad in this way were advancing or 
retreating till their faces were seen. 

In many cases it is suggested that a wide-awake 
would form the best head-dress. Now, a wide-awake 
has no advimtage over a smart forage cap that I am 
aware of, except being " less soldier-like ;^^ and it has 
this certain disadvantage, that it holds water in the 
leaf, and is quite unsuited for passing through copses 
or underwood, and is easily blown off in windy wea- 
ther, imless secured by a strap. All shakos, cocks* 
plumes, and feathers and tufts, are supererogatories 
and foolishness; in action they are vanities, dan- 
gerous exceedingly, and any amount of wide-awakism 
is better than such a head-dress. Once visiting the 
Sardinian outposts across the Tchemaya, my atten- 
tion was drawn to what I at first thought was a 
large black pheasant-like bird struggling in the top 
of a bush some distance in my front. A closer and 
nearer inspection resolved this phenomenon into the 
cock's plume of a Piedmontese bersagliero, who, 
cunningly hid by the bush, was hanging out this 
banner to show his enemy where his body was ; and 
on looking along the line, I detected one rifleman 
after another bv this piece of cock's-combry. The 
Russians, on the contrary, were wonderfully prac- 
tical in all such matters : often and often our duck 
and snipe shooters in the marshes near Inkerman, 
or our piying reconnoitrers, have heard the bizz of 
the rifle bullet past their ears, and looked in vain 
for the quarter whence it came till a faint whiff of 
smoke rising from the ground revealed the position 
of their crouching enemy. From my htit near Cath- 
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cartas hill the view extended across the plateau from 
Inkerman to Mackenzie's Farm^ and so round by the 
extreme lefk of the Russians' position, and hour by 
hour, in day after day, have I watched the battalions 
of the enemy at exercise, through my glass; but 
there they might be in many thousands and the eye 
would never be attracted to them. It was only when 
the sun lighted up their polished barrels, or flashed 
oflF in quivering, dancing rays from the long lines of 
bayonets, that their position or movements could be 
detected: then, by the glass, one could ascertain 
their formation. But of an ordinary day, in small 
todies or individually, the Russians were as little 
distinguishable from the country aroimd them as 
mites are in a cheese. 

A stout foraging cap with a straightish leather 
peak, something like the French kepi, fits the head 
well, protects the eyes, is not readily seen when the 
wearer is in close cover, as it barely rises above the 
top of the head, and answers every purpose for which 
a head-dress can be required, except that it will not 
keep oflF rain from the back of the neck. But, alas ! 
so it is, that nothing known to me wiU keep rain 
thence or from other places if the man is using his 
arms. For outpost duty in cold raw weather a great- 
coat of some sort is certainly advisable ; but if it 
rains heavily, military great-coats become saturated. 
Macintoshes, policemen's capes, oil-skins, and such 
preparations and protectors, are not me judke of 
much, if any, use in campaigning ; and it is for cam- 
paigning, for out-of-doors work in campaigns, that 
our Volunteers are intended, if, unhappily, there ever 
arises any use of them at all beyond the wholesome 
stimulation of a proper spirit among the people. 
There is no danger of our mistaking the forage cap 
for the French kepi, or vice versa; for the kepi has a 
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pipings a band, or a number upon it, and is always 
blue or red. 

Provided tbat the dress is commodious and simple, 
and that it is fit for work, it matters very little of 
what it is composed, or of what form and cut it i». 
The Russian volunteers wore loose trousers tucked 
into their boots, a plain frock buttoning across the 
chest, and confined at the waist by a broad leather 
belt, and on their heads a plain flat cap, with a Mal<- 
tese cross in the front. The sword is sufficient 
distinction for an officer, but officers, are men, and 
they will be sure to have something more striking in 
their uniform than is altogether necessary. Of 
course the local corps and clubs will dress as they 
like, and it is no harm to encourage distinctiveness 
in dress in each ; but from all we can hear, Graribaldi's 
men do not fight the less successfully or valiantly 
because they wear no uniform at all. Still, it is to 
be recommended, if it were only for its economy, that 
the men of each corps or club should be dressed the 
same way in some cheap plain attire, suited to the 
practice-ground and parade. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ARMS AND ACCOUTREMENTS — REMARKS ON 
RIFLES, ETa 

It is of little consequence what sort of weapon 
is put into the hands of proved bad shots^ but a bad 
rifle will prevent a man ever becoming a good shot, 
for its performance will destroy that confidence and 
steadiness which is the basis of sharp-shooting. Still 
the knowledge of one's weapon will, after long prac- 
tice in the hands of an enthusiast, obviate some of 
the disadvantages of an imperfect trajectory, or of a 
deflection in the barrel. So far will such knowledge 
go, that it sometimes induces men to believe the 
article with which they were familiar was better than 
the best flrearm that can be placed in their posses- 
sion. Thus I remember that there were some in the 
Rifle Brigade who thought their old pattern rifle 
superior to the beautiful Enfield. I can scarcely 
imagine any practical use in a weapon which is not 
possessed by a rifle capable of straight strong shoot- 
ing at 1200 yards, at which distance a man is so 
small an object in the open that he cannot be covered 
by the sight, or rather he is obliterated by it. j^ven 
a r^ment advancing in column presents a wonder- 
fully small front when at the distance of 1500 or 
1600 yards. With the flank exposed in the usual 
order of march, if a regiment crosses the line of sight 
at that distance, there appear only a number of dis*- 
tinct small specks moving slowly over the ground^ 



•60 ON RIFLE CLUBS. 

eacli rank being resolved into one little body. Un- 
questionably men nrigbt be struck down by a sharp 
fire by chance shots from a body of riflemen ; but 
I hold that it would be absurd to expect to stop 
either cavalry or artillery or infantry at such a dis- 
tance^ though it might somewhat discourage the 
latter to see their comrades hit by fire from such 
remote bodies of men — that is, they would be dis- 
couraged if they were exposed to it without an op- 
portunity of reply ; but the natural instinct of the 
soldier would teach him that the best thing to do in 
such a case, if he would not retreat, would be to ad- 
vance at once upon his enemy, and come to close 
quarters as quickly as possible. 

For all practical uses as the arms of a general 
volunteer force, there is no better weapon than the 
new regulation Enfield musket, with improved am- 
munition. Unquestionably there is or has been 
difficulty in loading it; but that, I believe, is owing 
to the bad ammunition, which has been brought to 
the notice of the authorities repeatedly. They are 
now diminishing the size of the bullet* without affect- 
ing the shooting at all appreciably, and yet increas- 
ing the facility of loading in rough hands. I am 
not at all sure that our Government powder is always 
the best in the world ; it certainly leaves a larger 
residuum than the shooting powder of several private 
makers ; but it must be remembered that rapidity of 
combustion depending on the size of the grains varies 
in i^ effects accordmg to the nature of the object 
to be propelled, and that explosive force is gained, as 
in blasting powder, by large grains, which would 
not be applicable to small arms. A great difference 
can be made in the shooting of the same rifle, by the 
use of powder of different degrees of fineness. The 
great improvement^ however, which is to be effected 
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by tlie introductioQ of the system of breech-loading 
unll some fine day obviate all difficulties connected 
with the use of the ramrod. All improvements in 
firearms increase the expense of the weapon or of 
its ammimition^ augment the labours of the ordnance 
department^ and add to the artificial nature of war- 
fare, which, since it was first, waged ^^ with nails and 
fists/^ has been improving progressively. 

Of course, the cost of warfare is thus becoming 
greater in every century. The old Roman legionary, 
or the Greek mercenary, set out at first with nothing 
but sword or spear and shield, with such defensive 
armour as was in use at the time, and thus equipped 
he was ready to march to the end of the world if he 
could find food on his way. But now enormous de- 
partments are called into play. The ordnance has 
to feed the guns and rifles, the commissariat must 
provide the food for the men of the army. Vast 
stores must be accumulated all over the world, and 
a lengthened campaign would become quite impossi- 
ble, if the troops of any Power were cut oflF from 
their real basis of operations — the arsenals whence 
they obtain special ammunition for their special arms. 
The nation which has the command of the seas, and 
has the largest amount of money to spend, provided 
she can find men to fight, has, therefore, the best 
<;hance of obtaining the final advantage in any armed' 
contest. There is another matter of less importance 
than those others enumerated, but still of great 
weight, and that is the power of producing special 
arms of precision. We must not place too much 
reliance on those arms, but it is quite evident as our 
army is small in comparison with its enormous exten- 
sion of duties, as its members are affected by popu- 
lar sentiment, or the condition of those classes from. 
which it is recruited^ and as its relative proportions 

£ 
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for home a&d foreign service are enormously ai^ted 
Irf pditioal acddentB abroad or in the colonies, that 
we should have each man onned as perfectly as our 
wealth and mechanical genius can make him. Firs^ 
the Oovemment must supply those aims for the te- 
gular forces. If that supply is adequate to di de^ 
manAi> the propriety of giving similar arms to our 
volunteers may be considered. At present the Enfield 
fBM^toviee aare turning out very perfect weapons^ but 
'the number is not equal to the requiremtotsof the 
sfiiviee, regard being had to the wear and tear and 
damage of arms^ and the completion of our io^senals. 
So that the Government is obliged to take the sup* 
]|^^nent from private manufacturers^ who turn out 
S&iMds according to sample as fast as they are 
^ta^ered^ and who are in a condition to meet the 
present orders of the volunteers. Prom what I can 
hear^ there would be no difficulty in ejtecuting 
orders for 200,000 rifles to be delivered, from time 
to time, within twelve months in England. The 
cost would be at least 2,000,000/., including common 
equipments ; no small addition to the indirect taxa- 
tion Kii the country, which has the prospect of an in- 
crease of income-tax ; but the money would be spent 
in the country, and it would be diffused among the 
classes which might give us some thousands of 
hardy skilfril volunteers, enabled, by the increase in 
tiieir earnings, to surrender a few hours in the year to 
drill. 

Tb&ce would be no practical use in attempting to 
analyse the merits of the various rifles which have 
teen submitted to public notice. The man who has 
spent his life, his money, and his best energies in 
improving and inventing, must often rest content 
with the barren honours whidx pasierHy, when in the 
iatx>d for research, may feel inolii^ to rec(»rd upon 
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Ins tambstone^ if he has one. The inventor of the 
ArmBtrong gun may be an exception to the truth of 
Hob remark ; and I trust Captain Norton will live 
to prove its inapplicability. In the golden retumfi 
which the present age has made to Colonel Colt^ ho^ 
no doubt^ finds full compensation for his admirable 
aiaptetions : but> as a general rule, there has been 
hitSierto only scant encouragement to those who have 
'^ invented'' — ^that is, dkoovered the application of 
a principle to the art of war, or the manufacture of 
its implements. Now-a-days there is this immense 
advantage open to the practical mechanic, that he 
can obtain public support for his inventions, if they 
be of real merit, for he can give publicity to their 
pretensions ; and there is now, we hope, an over*- 
whdming demand for the work of every good manu- 
£su$turer. 

Until recently the military authorities in England 
never turned their attention to the improvement of 
arms, and aU the earlier inventions were German^ 
Prendi, or Italian. France has the merit of putting 
into practical shape the speculations respecting the 
means of diminishing windage and increasing range ; 
and, so fer as I am aware, the principle of the expand'- 
ing bullet was never known before 1842. To Captain 
Mini6 belongs the credit of perfecting that rifle which, 
with its pecidiar ball, is rapidly superseding, in various 
forms and with many improvements, the whole system 
of firearms which obtained in civilized Europe for more 
than a century ; but Captain Delvigne must be held 
to have aided him most materially by his previous 
researches and improvements. Mr. A^tThitwortti ad- 
vances claims to the discovery of the true pfin<»ples 
which regulate projectiles. Though the great mecha- 
nical abilities of that gentleman are unquestioned, 
and his appliances unrivalled, it may be na&Ay 
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esserted that he has not discovered or invented buj^ 
thing new in principle which was not known to every 
mathematician and to the older writers on projectiles ; 
but^ at the same time^ he has^ in the application of 
}m knowledge^ effected such an improvement that it 
«moimts almost to a discovery or invention. With 
liis new rifle barrels of polygonal bore (hexi^on)^ 
having a turn in 20 inches in a barrel 39 inches 
long, he has produced very extraordinary results. 
The leaden bolt fits into the hexagon (of which the 
«ides of the cuts are rounded off gradually) so tightly 
that windage is abolished, and being forced out 
without stopping, at a high velocity, with enormously 
rapid revolution on its axis, it has an accuracy and 
length of range beyond that of any similar missile. 
Admirable as this weapon may be, and no doubt is, 
it would be many years ere it could be introduced 
into an axmy ; and I hold that whatever arm may be 
fbund to be the best, should be given to every soldier 
in our service as soon as the means exist of pro* 
viding it. All the apprehensions entertained of 
the results of rudeness, ignorance, and roughness on 
firearms have been falsified. The sights are not 
knocked off, the stocks are not broken, the locks are 
not deranged. It is said, indeed, that soldiers in the 
heat of action wonH use their sliding-rests ; but it 
would be more correct to say that those who would 
not have used, the fixed sights of the old musket 
''under certain ^^ ciircumstances, prove equally in- 
different or nervous as to the use of the sliding- 
sight. There should be but one sort of musket in 
use for all infantry ; for the day seems rapidly ap- 
proaching when the several duties of all troops will 
be those now considered merely peculiar to light 
infantry, though battles will be gained, as before, 
by the united action of those men in masses, aided 
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by the fire of artillery and the demonstrations of 
cavalry. 

Notwithstanding the care that may be taken to 
prevent the secrets of the manufacture of special 
arms being known^ it is certain that they are soon 
diffiised in foreign States, and that no country can 
hope to retain for any length of time in practice in 
the field any engine of war of great excellence for its 
own special use. England can perhaps give, her 
army the best of everything with the least amount 
of difficulty. The present Government rifle is equal 
to anything in the hands of foreign » armies, and 
meantime our mechanics are improving and invent* 
ing in small details ; so that we may be able at the 
next epoch of development to shoot ahead of our 
competitors once more, if the authorities, who in 
these hard times are much beset and. pressed upon^ 
will accede to the more reasonable propositions made 
to them. 

But with great humility I beg to record my own 
conviction tlueit rifles and riflemen, no matter how 
much the former may be improved and the latter 
drilled, can never in the long run maintain a combat 
with field artillery ; whatever improvements can be 
introduced into shoulder arms, can be adapted to 
carriage guns. We now hear that the French artil** 
lery at Montebello did execution on the Austrian 
columns at the distance of two English miles. It is 
needless to say that at such a distance a battery or 
troop of artillery would be scarcely visible, and that 
no rifle flre could produce any effect upon them. 
On the open the Armstrong gun has little to fear 
from riflemen, if it throws shell as well as shot, and 
if it can give a good ricochet fire ; but there are un«« 
doubtedly positions, such as those of Godfirey and 
his few rifles at Balaklava, in which riflemen will 
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have a decided and special advantage over gwoB, and 
our riflemen ought to be taught and ought to leam 
what these advantages are. In tihie Crimea^ after 
weeks of the most rude practical experience^ it mm 
found that our riflemen entertained undue notions as to 
the actual effect of artillery fire^ and Sir John Burgoyae 
issued special orders^ in which he encouraged the men 
to maintain their position in the rifle pits when guns 
were opened upon them^ and directed them to remark 
that the heavier the fire of the enemy^s pieces upon 
them^ the more certain was it that the riflemen were 
distressing the Russians^ and the more reacdnteljr 
ought they to continue their work. Field artillery, 
being of inferior calibre and range, is, of course, less 
destructive ; but there can be no doubt of the im« 
pression made by even sis-pound shot rusUii^ along 
over the heads of men in cover, or plunging and 
ricochetting alongside them. Good cover, however, 
fortifies a nfleinan's position against round shot, bat 
it win not protect him so completely against even 
horizontal ^ell, and is of no use against vertical 
fire. It would not be a bad plan, whenever there 
might be artillery practice ranges, to place a few of 
the steadier men from time to time in such positions 
as would enable them to judge of the effects of round 
shot in passing through the air, or in ricochet. Once 
able to divest his mind of the mere moral effect of 
the round shot, a sticky, tenacious rifleman will hang 
on to his little clump or bank of earth, and at seven 
hundred or eight hundred yards make the service of 
the gun a most unpleasant and dangerous duty; but 
if he ^' bolts ^^ all his uses are gone. Tenacity in 
defence, celerity and audadty in attack, combined 
with accuracy of fire, are the chief merits of soldieiB, 
whether volunteers or not. 

Reading books will never teach a man to shoot 
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straigbt, and therefore I do not intend to cumber 
these pages iiith uuitruetions as to practice ; bq^ if 
any one deoores such instmctioBa, he can get them » 
the 6o¥enunent manuals^ and in the meritovioiia 
wYHrk of lientenant Hans Busk^ of the Victoria HiMsa. 
'Pvre nunutes^ oral teadUing by word of month will 
do more to make a man comprehend the art of 
STRIKING a mark with a bnllet than the most 
laborious study ; and when he has learned how to do 
the thing well^ and has dcme it well^ it will be time 
fear him to sit down and study the theory if he Ixkes^ 
and calculate trajectories^ lines of sights parabola8> 
momentum, force of gravity, and enbes or squares d 
resistance. 

If the Gov^nament eould supply arms to all the 
Volunteers, either at eost price or as a &ee gift, it 
wottld perhaps be better to adopt that courae as 
tending to secure uniformity of gauge, than to leaw 
eadi corps to purchase arms as they may. The 
result would be pretty much the aame^ as the expenae 
will fftU directly or indireddy on the country (tfwhidh 
tiie Volunteers form part. But, aa regarda tibe 
utarmle of the men, it would accord best with the 
genius of free corps of Volunteers that eadb man 
ah<»dd carry arms bought by his own mon^ directly* 

The War-Office Cir^ar has very wisely and pwK 
perly pointed out the necessity of the adoptum of 
the Qovemment gauge for rifles, in order that 
Government ammunition may be available for 
Volunteers. I would venture to reecmimend that 
the intended reduction in the siae of the bullet he 
immediately carried out; and it would be weU fear 
the authorities to institute experiments in (xrder to 
ascertain whether the present lubricating compoei*> 
tion of beeswax, &c., applied to tihie carferidge, does 
]iot form a sort of concrete inside the bansdl alber 
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several discharges, which greatly impedes the opera- 
tion of loading, and often renders the rifle useless in 
action. There is very little douht that in India the 
composition applied to some sets of cartridges caked 
inside the barrel, and presented an effectual obstacle 
to the passage of the bullet downwards. I have seen. 
blacMead somewhere recommended as a lubricating* 
substance, and the suggestion is worthy of a trial. 
The blacklead will assuredly blacken the soldiers' 
fingers, but so, does gunpowder; and it does not 
much signify, if one's fingers must be blackened, to» 
what extent the operation is carried. 

Greater changes have taken place since Napoleon 
declared the firelock (old Brown Bess of England, 
whose complexion was somewhat brighter and clearer 
in France) was the most perfect weapon ever devised 
by man, than in any century of the life of fire-arms j 
but it does not appear that the new arms of precisiou 
add to the loss of life, quicken the results of fight- 
ing, or alter the nature of manoeuvres in the field; 
The pre-Mini6 battles were just as sanguinary as 
recent conflicts in Italy — just as the fighting there 
has been as close as that at Fontenoy or Blenheim. 
The arms which will be most affected by long- 
range weapons are cavalry and artillery. So said 
the Mends of the new far-shooters j but, just as in 
the old time, despite of Tyrolese jagers, and French 
chasseurs and Sardinian bersagUeri, cavalry have 
charged infantry and have taken guns, and artillery 
has held its own and crushed whole battalions armed 
with rifles by its superior fire. It is in sieges that 
the new arms will be most effective. We must above 
all things recollect that a good rifle does not make 
a good marksman. Delvigne, Mini^, Norton, Jacob,. 
Lancaster, Colt, and others, by their experiments on 
the best form of bullet, on the best mode of rifling. 
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Lave enabled us to arrive at great perfection in fire- 
arms/. Trhich mechanical genius is busy in developing 
to a higher power; but Uttle has been added to our 
stock of abstract knowledge respecting the principles 
of gunnery since the days of Robins and other 
writers, who took an accurate grasp of the whole 
subject. In practice of gunnery immense steps 
have been taken in order to gain the vantage ground 
which was supposed to be taken from field artillery 
by small arms, and we now have the Armstrong gun 
and the French rifled cannon with ranges which 
seem to give the solid-shot fire of field-pieces their 
old superiority of range.. 

It would be very interesting to ascertain, if pos- 
sible, what was the consumption of ammunition at 
the recent fights in Italy, in order that we might 
see whether the proportion of killed and wounded 
among the combatants had been increased by the 
new arms. It is tolerably well established that the 
proportion of killed to .wounded has been much in- 
creased by the Minie bullet, as the wounds are much 
larger and more dangerous than those miede by the 
old spherical ball. Our. ordinary calculations as to 
the number of bullets required to put an enemy 
hoTB de combat are erroneous. They assume that ali 
the men on each side were engaged and fired at 
each other, whereas that is far from being the case. 
When an army of 60,000 men is beaten, it is pro- 
bable that 15,000 or more were never engaged at all, 
and that they move off .the field, as soon as the fate 
of the fighting columns is determined, so that, in 
effect, the number of rounds expended in killing 
and wounding the enemy per man is greater than it 
is usually taken to be. At the Alma two regiments 
of the Russians were not engaged, and at Inkerman 
the reserves were scarcely able to fire . a shot. If 
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20^000 roHBdft of ammymitkm eror can be made to 
^ect tihe deatrnctkm of eyai 5000 men in tbe toMi 
in wlttch they could be fired by a battalion of m 
thousand strongs war would most probaUy QBaa& 
altogether. But what would happen if two bodies 
of men were to find themsebres at 400 yards apart 
with the same arms of precision ? Would tilnejr 
stand firing at each other till all were shot off^ after 
tiie manner of the/elina of Kilkenny ? 

If we could procure a sufficient number of fareedh'* 
loaders in time for our wants^ I would say by all 
means adopt them in our rifle corps^ but I fear that^ 
at firsts we must be content to accept a scanty sup]^ 
<^ the Enfield or of the Lancaster, There are many 
carbines for cavalry-^two sorts of breech«>loadera> 
Terras and Sharp^s-^he others muzde-loading^ suck 
as Lancaster's ; but carbines are too short to canry 
sword-baycmets with effect so as to enable the rifla* 
men to form square to resist caralry or to prote^ 
iihemselves sufficiently; and I think the w«a{Km 
4Edopted should not be less in length than the 
EnfieM^ yiB., four feet six inches^ making, mth 
the bayonet, a little more than six feet firom heek 
plate to point. Needham, Westley Richaids, and 
others have constructed excellent breech-loaders, but 
how are they to furnish us with hundreds of tiion* 
sands of them, well made and of moderate price, m 
the space of a few weeks ? It would require att the 
exertions of all our makers to meet the demand fov 
200,000 arms in six months. The breech-loader is 
preferable, because it does not require the heavy 
troublesome ramrod, dispenses with a dangerous form 
of the operation of loading, and is not so liable to 
chdcing, &c., whilst it possesses all, or nearly all, 
the advanti^es of the best f(»m of the mnsde- 
loading rifle. Above all, it ambles a rifleman to 
load without exposure or rising firom cover. 
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¥xtsak tke fiEK^te wUck hme come vithiii my own 
«Kperieiiee I am led to believe ihat^ in twenty yean, 
there will not be a ramrod made for any deBcriptioii 
of shoulder firearm; but at present^ breech-loading 
rifles cannot be manufactured ck^tply and well^ 
thcMigh they can be made well at a price which 
forbids the extension of the weapon to a large 
infantry force. There are many kinds of breech- 
loaders^ but those I have seen in service^ which are 
those given to certain cavalry regiments in India^ 
seem subject to a serious drawback — the powder 
falls ont^ and the piece is rendered iaeffective during 
the jolting of a march. 

There is an oligection to Sharp^s carbine wbidi ifi 
to some extent well founded^ but a3 to its shooting 
straight and strong there can be no doubt ; and I have 
seen. Lieutenant Patrick Stewart (now Major Stewart)^ 
of the Bengal Engineers, making very good praetioe 
with it on the bai^s of the Ganges and elsewhere, at 
very long ranges, whilst at short I have seen him 
use it with success with JacoVs shells in firing the 
charges for the destructicm of the Hiadoo temples 
oommanding our bridge across the Ganges at Cawn- 
pore. Of Terry's I have seen nothing, but have heard 
much from admirable judges ; and Lieutenant Hans 
Busk, in his excellent work on the Bi/le, seems satis-^ 
fied with the testimony that has been addueed of its 
•efficiency and merits. Whitworth's rifle ib too 
sknfly produced and too dear to be largely intro^ 
dueed att present; and I doubt that it will ever 
become the arm for the service unless it be made to 
load at the breech. The mechanical ability and 
means of this gentleman, however, have produced 
immense results; and if our men could be armed 
with such rifles as he has made and exhibited, we 
might have more reason for our contempt of field 
artUlery. 
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; Here is a record of what was actually done by 
Mr. Whitwortys rifles, when compared with the 
Enfield^ at Chatham, 

THB WHITWOETH AND ENFIELD EIFLES. 

The following table gives the best results that 
were obtained from 1 shots of each arm respectively 
in the course of the experiments, which extended 
over a week in time : — 



BlVLZ. 


Range in 
yards. 


Eleyation. 


1^' 


Whitworth 


500 

800 

1,100 

1,400 

1,880 


Deg. 
J 1-16 
\ 1-32 

J 2-22 
I 2*45 

J 8-45 
I 4-12 

6-20 to 7- 
1 6-40 


Feet. 
0-37 
2-24 

1-0 
411 

2-41 
8-04 

4-62 
No hits. 

11-62 


Bnfidd 


Whitworth ) 


Enfield \ 


*"^ '"'* J 

"Whitworth ) 


Enfield ; 


Whitworth ) 


1 Enfield \ 


1 • ^^^^ 1 

Whitworth ) 


j Enfield ...\ 

1 



It would appear from these figures that at 500 
yards in 10 shots the Manchester rifle has a superior 
accuracy of 1*87 of a foot; at 800 yards 3*1 1; at 
1100 yards 5*63; and that at 1400 yards and up- 
wards the Enfield weapon ceases to afford any dtUa 
for a comparison. In penetration the results obtained • 
have been equally decisive ; the Whitworth projec- 
tile with the regulation charge of powder going^ 
through 33 half-inch planks of elm^ and being brought 
up by a solid oak bulk beyond^ while the Enfield ball 
could not get past the 13th plank. 

The shooting on the following day was more to 
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•satisfy Lord Fanmure and the other strangers pre- 
sent npon the comparative merits of the two weapons 
than to show the Umit of what each could do under 
favourable circumstances. Stilly the targets of every 
10 shots on either side bore decisive evidence of the 
superiority of the new rifle^ as a glance at the fol- 
lowing table will prove : — 



BXFLB. 


Bftnge. 


Elevatioii. 


Vigaxeot 
Merit. 


Whitworth ) 

Bnfield ) 

Whitworth 

Bnfield 

Whitworth ) 

Enfield J 


800 
500 
500 


} 2?2 
( 2-45 


Feet. 
1-41 
5-67 

J 1-27 
{ 3-30 

} 1-33 
( 4-01 



The last entry in the table recor4s the mean radial 
distance from a central point of 10 shots fired from 
a table-rest by Colonel Hay and Mr. Guner, the 
manager of the Enfield factory. Both are first-rate 
marksmen^ yet at 500 yards the Manchester rifle in 
the hands of the former gives three times as good 
shooting as the latter can get out of the Gk)vemment 
arm. . All the other trials were made by firing from 
a beautifuUy-constructed machine rest^ which placed 
both weapons on a footing of perfect equality as to 
the conditions under which they were tested. In 
addition to the foregoing experiments^ there was one 
for showing that with cylindro-convoidal balls on the 
expansion principle of those used for the Enfield 
rifle very superior shooting could be obtained from 
Whitworth^s hexagonal bore. This was most satis- 
factorily established^ the miean deviation on the 
tai^et from the centre of the group of 10 hits being 
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only *86 of a foot at 500 yards' roBge. It wMl be 
observed that at 800 jards^ range, «t which th^ 
praotioe commenced, the shooting of Whit^PovlhV 
rifle was so mudi better. than the other thai nii^ 
greater distance wiu attempted. A reference to the 
first table of experiments will also demonstrate that 
the target made by the former weapon at 1100 yards 
is nearly as good as that made by the latter at 500. 
By the polygonal bore and rapid pitch to which the 
form of the bullet accurately conforms, Mr. Whit- 
worth has' rendered stripping impossible, and his 
rifle when fired acting exactly like a male and female 
screw, the projectile must rotate with perfect isteadi*^ 
ness and precision on its axis. He can increase its 
length so considerably as to secure space for con*- 
verting it into a shell if necessary, and, being able 
to use metal of any degree of hardness, he can adapt 
its form and strength exactly to the work which it 
has to perform, ^hus, with a rifle 39 inches long 
and hsJf-inch bore, having a turn in 20 inches, or 
two tarns in its length, he finds no difficulty in 
penetrating a wrought-iron plate 6-lOths of an 
itich thick, or cutting a core out of a piece of solid 
timber half a foot thick; and some idea may be 
formed of the .extraordinary power of his arm when 
we mention that his projectiles in their flight rotate 
at the rate of 15,000 revolutions per minute. The 
question of driving holes in the 4*inch breastplates 
of floating batteries is at once solved by the applica* 
tion of these principles to artillery. 

Next to Mr, WhitwortVs arms are those made by 
Mr. Lancaster, in his well-known method of boring, 
which is in efieot another contrivance like Mr. Whit- 
worth's to prevent windage and to oommunicate a 
rapid rotatory motion to the cone-sharped projectile. 

Lancaster's principle, which seined to have fiiiled 
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in Ae siege-guns before Sebastopol^ has asserted its 
excellence most remarkably in the rifle. Having 
first stated that Mr. Lancaster is prepared to far- 
nisked his oval-bore sapper^s-pattem rifle^ with 
sword and scabbard^ at 5?. 5*., let me proceed ta 
show what this weapon has done. In the first place^ 
it is to be recollected that the guns which burst 
before Sebastopol were cannon of the ordinary make 
and diameter^ bored upon the Lancaster principle^ 
and that the test was rude enough and not quite 
fair. Those who have heard the Lancaster shot 
rushingy like the maddest express^ with a fitful pal- 
pitating noise^ into the eneony's batteries^ will not 
readily forget the peculiar effect of these tremendous 
but erratic siissiles. 
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ST. GEORGE'S RIFLE RANGE. 

Malta, 2nd May^ 1857. 

Detail of the hours of firing and jailing arms of 10 men, V!th 
Company Royal Engineers^ with the Lancaster Carbine, 
60 rounds having been firejd from each rifle at different 
periods, extending over two ewtvre days, without cleaning. 



Date. 


Men. 


1| 


Hours of 
commence- 
ment of 
firing. 


Hours of 
piling anns. 


Kemarks. 


1867. 
30 April. 


10 


10 


11 A.M. 


IP.M. 


The ten men were di- 
vided into S»- S^ 




R.S. 


10 


2-20 P.M. 


3 p.m. 


The arms were piled 




L.S. 
R.S. 


10 
10 


3 p.m. 
3-50 P.M. 


3-25 P.M. 
4-20 P.M. 


in the sun during the 
day and in a tent during 
the night. 




L.S. 


10 


4-20 P.M. 


4-55 P.M. 


The registers were 


IMay. 


10 
L.S. 


10 
10 


9-30 A.M. 
10-45 A.M. 


10-20 A.M. 

11-20 A.M. 


compared with the tar- 
gets and diagrams 
taken at the conclu- 




R.S. 
L.S. 


10 
10 


11-20 A.M. 
2-30 P.M. 


12 noon. 
3-10 P.M. 


sion of the practice of 
each party. 




B.S. 


10 


3-10 P.M. 


4 P.M. 





W. B. COWBURN, 

71st H.L. IniSmtry, 

Instructor. 



BEUARKS OK BIFLES. 



It 



t\ 






II 

So 



•lis 

^ •si 






I. 



r 



^ 






0«M « © t 



H 



|j,§ J *^|^ lis 



I 



m 



Oft *P^ WQpO^O 
C4 ob Oil Ol Cq C4 CO M 



Oi-IOOOO»-^rH 









11 



iH«CO'^i-l«CO'* 



rH 5 H H^^ 



s 



is 






I 



7^ 



ON RIFLE GIinB& 



Seport qfthe Nqwcommissioned Cfficers and Men niko under- 
went instruction at the School of Musketry , Hytke^ includ- 
ing the practice of Nvr^oommissioned Officers trabdngfor 
the Corps of Instructors cf Musketry. 

Fbom Apbil, 1864, to May, 1855. 



Average poonts obtained p«r man m nadBrmentioned practices. 



th 



§•.. 



^•sS 






RM wniiAing , 






MO 



SI 






If amber in each 

daas at concla< 

son of the 

coone. 



Arm. 



•97 
•142 



•122 
•162 



11-62 
10-76 
12-35 
12-21 
16-33 



7-68 
7-22 
8-06 
7-60 
8-26 



3-61 
6-63 
3-10 
416 
2-93 



2-36 
3-09 
3-16 
1-39 
2-69 



26-29 
26-66 
23-38 
29-20 



61 



12 



8-26 

4-22 

20-00 

32-80 

30-70 



Miai6]Cniiket. 

Mlm^. 

MiBi6. 

Enfidd, 

Enfield. 







Fbom May, 


1855, 


TO 


Mat, 1856. 






•120 


14*44 


8-66 


4-60 


2-73 


29-83 


16 


92 


13 


10-83 


Enlleld. 




•194 


16 01 


8-70 


4-31 


3-32 


31-34 


13 


109 


72 


37-11 


Edfleld. 




•173 


1666 


910 


4-63 


3-37 


33*66 


16 


97 


61 


35*26 


EnteUI. 




•128 


18-36 


9-86 


4-73 


2-99 


35*94 


2 


69 


67 


44*63 


Enfleltf. 


• 



Fbom May, 1856, to Afbil, 1857. 



•164 


17-10 


9-86 


4-46 


3-78 


35-14 


3 


89 


72 


48-76 


EnlleUt 


•136 


18-19 


9-47 


6-37 


4-63 


37-86 


4 


62 


79 


68*51 


•B«<IH4. 


•143 


18-84 


10*46 


5-04 


4*64 


38-98 


2 


69 


82 


57-34 


Snfeld. 


•153 


17-24 


9-96 


4-13 


413 


37-62 


2 


56 


96 


62-74 


Enfield. 
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Those are very great results, and speak very highly 
for the rifles produced by this celebrated maker. 

The JacoVs rifle has a high character in India. 
The lamented officer who perfected it spent years af 
his life and thousands of his money in experiments 
on fire-arms> the results of which were freely com* 
municated to his countrymen ; and I had hoped to 
have seen with my own eyes the city he founded, 
and the scene of his labours at Jacobabad, but my 
journey was frustrated by the intelligence of the 
gaUant, eccentric, and devoted soldier^s death. 

The diagram on the opposite page has been sup- 
plied to me by Mr, Daw, who guarantees its accurate 
representation of practice, made with' one of his 
Jacob's rifles, by Lieutenant Hans Busk, whose name 
is sufficient evidence of the trustworthiness of the 
very admirable results. 

Daw's prices are : — Single Jacob's rifle, in quan- 
tities of not less than fifty, 4?. 10*. ; Enfield pattern, 
21. 10s. each, with sword-bayonet, 4/. 12*. 6rf. (better 
quality). The retail prices would be 20*. extra. 

The Government Enfields are of uniform make in 
stock weight, as are all national warlike implements 
of the same sort in every country in the world ;' but 
when volunteers purchase their own arms, they can 
get the makers to fit their shoulders, and adjust the 
weight, length, puU of trigger, curve of stock, and 
such matters, to their individual fancy or require- 
ments. Mr; Pritchett recommends a rifle 2 ft. 9 in. 
•577 bore, brass mounted, barrel attached by hand, 
and stocked up to the muzzle^ as the maker thinks 
no bayonet is required ; the sling to go below the 
guard. Each rifle to have a stopper, snap -cap/ and 
cleaning-rod and nipple-key. Price 85*. 

A better quality — 2 ft. 9 in., iron mounted, with 
break-off sholts, a sword-knife, cleaning-rod, stopper. 
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DATE. 
160etobcr,18BS. 




Wtnd, 




NAME. 
HufBiuk. 














DISTANCE. 

600 yards. 






• 




WEATHER. 
O&Mr, Windy. 




•. 


' • 




NO. OF 

ROUNDS FIRED. 

36. 






• 




/ 




• 


\ 


NO. OF HITS. 
32. 




( 




• • 


A 


1 


DESCRIPTION OF 

RIFLE. 

Jaoob'0,madeby 

G. H. Daw, 

London. 


i^ 


1 


I 


^ 


■r. 


i 


i 


\ 


fc^ i 


) ^ 


/ 


DESCRIPTION OF 
AMMUNITION. 

flfttlMM. (82.) 




• 


1 
• 


% 


OBSERVATIONS. 

30roanda»fli«d 
from rest. 

efromtlMihoiilder. 






• 


• 






• 
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sling, snap-eap, and nipple-key, complete. Price 
I40«. The objections to small bores are mainly on. 
tbe unwieldy f(»rm which the cartridge aaBanes, 
which in the case of a '450 bore, for exam^e, is 
6 inches long. 

Mr. Needham's patent breech-loading fowling-, 
piece has obtained a high character among sports^ 
men ; and as the principle seems equally adapted for 
rifles, there is no doubt but that it would answer 
extremely well when in action, being rapid and easy^ 
in use, and, as I understand, very safe, and not &able 
to foul. An old sportsman in India told me he had, 
used a rifle on Needham's principle in the jungle for 
two years, and found it excellent in all points, thooglL 
requiring great care in wet weather. Mr. Needham. 
is prepared to fiimish steel-mounted military breech- 
lostiding rifles, in quantities, with sword, &c., com- 
plete, for bl. 5*. 

HoUand and Son are prepaied to supply Yolun-* 
teer Bifle Corps at the present Government contract 
prices — I presume with the ordinary Enfield and. 
apparatus. 

The London Armoury Company are prepared ta 
supply Vohmteer Bifle Corps with Enfield rifle and 
bayonet at 60^. net caah, and to famish the short 
rifle and sword-bayonet for 80^., of the same quality^ 
as those famished to Government. Westley Bichards 
has arranged to make '^a best military rifle at lOl., 
if ordered in quantities of not less than twenty, and. 
paid for on delivery,^^ and is prepared to make his 
new l»reech4oader at the same price, putting his 
name on it as a guarantee of its good quality and 
performance. 

Here are plenty and to choose. Old Turenne used 
to si^, " As maiKy victories are won by the shovel 
as by ihe musket;'' and BoufSers declared that " Itr 
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18 ike good soldier ifrlio makes ihe good musket*'^ 
But notwithstanding all that, I think our Tolimteers 
dioald be armed with the best that is to be had as 
80cm as it can be had. 

I have recently seen two ingenious weapons made 
by Mr, Treeby, of Westboume-park Villas, which 
deserve mention and ecmsideraticm. One is a simple 
and^ in my mind, a very excellent bxeeeh-loadmg 
rifle, very simple, very safe, and yery strong. The 
bra&ch mores out on the stock by the action of a 
lerer, discloses the l»reech for the insertion of the 
cartridge, and th^i is moved up on a screw, so as to 
dose over the breech impact on the cartridge, and 
to keep it impervious from air or wet, fitting so closely 
as to render escape of gas from explosion impossible* 
The other wei^n is singularly clever, though it ia 
not, I am bound to say, adapted for field service. 
The novdty consists in a chain of chambers, which 
may be multiplied so as to reach the ground. Each 
of these is loaded, and, by a very clever contrivance, 
each is brought up to the end of the barrel, is re^ 
cerred there at the moment of discharge, and then 
drops out to make room for another, with such 
rapidity that the fire is all but continuous, being, 
in feet, only interrupted by the movement of the 
hand in working the lever which pulls up the chain. 
£br defence of fixed positions, for finng from a 
house or loophole, this weapon has most extraordi^ 
nary powers ; and the chains of chambers may be 
kqpt filled imd fitted on the gun as required, so that 
one man can maintain an incessant fire, which is, I 
am assured, not checked by any undue heating of 
tiliebarrd. 

The Bse of the revolver in the hands of officers is 
fxbjediGnahle only on one ground — ^that, though it 
may c&ea get a man out of a scrape, it tends to do 
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away with the habit of giving qnarter to aa enemy^ 
fliad it encourages men to make resistance in hope- 
less positions. For men who wish to sell their lives 
as dearly as possible^ and to die fighting to the last^ 
it is an excellent weapon at close quarters. It was 
asserted by the Russians that officers at Inkerman 
who had surrendered suddenly drew their revolvers^ 
fLnd^ shooting the guards who were conducting them 
to the j*ear^ escaped from their captors in defiance of 
the usages of battle ; but in a war where quarter 
would not be given^ such as patriot wars often are^ 
that consideration would have little influence. I 
have heard many arguments respecting the advan- 
tage of one revolver over another ; but this fact has 
especially struck me as of practical weighty that^ out 
of the many accidents which have occurred to the 
bearers of those weapons at their own hands^ mry 
few indeed have leen earned by GoWs revolvers. In 
India^ Tranter^s modification of the Colt is in great 
&vour ; but Daw^s patent revolver has got into the 
hands of some officers^ who speak of it in the highest 
terms. It would be unfair not to state that there 
are some who prefer the new Deane and Adams' 
revolvers. For strength of shooting there is nothing 
I ever saw, among the many revolvers which have 
been produced, comparable to Colt's ; and the dis- 
advantage alleged against it of cocking at each dis- 
charge has saved many a man's life, by enabUng^ 
him to take that of his opponent ; but it must be ad- 
mitted that the Colt was liable to the exploded caps 
sticking, and impeding the revolution. One or two 
instances of the chamber and of the barrel bursting 
have come to my knowledge. In the Deane and 
Adams' revolver a very valuable improvement has 
been effected by Captain Frederick Beaumont, of 
the Royal Engineers; but Messrs. Deane and Son 
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claim to have greatly simplified the arrangement in 
a new pistol^ called by them the Deane-Harding 
revolver. The principle of cocking was combined 
with that of the trigger discharge only by Captain 
Beaumont ; but the mechanism was very ingenious^ 
and rather delicate^ so as to be unfit for manipula- 
tion by non-mechanical amateurs ; and the Deane- 
Harding now solves these difficulties and furnishes 
them with much harmless amusement^ by enabling 
them to pull their pistols to pieces and then put 
'them back again ; I am not able to speak of the 
weapon from actual experience of its virtues in 
service. 

If we are to have cavalry volunteers, a sabre and 
Coitus revolver will be their proper and sole arma- 
ment ; and Mr. Dennetts improvement in fixing the 
bayonet might be adopted in the infantry rifles. 
The tin cartridge boxes are not approved of in prac- 
tice — at least, in India, they were found to be ob- 
jectionable. A mounted man, if he has only one 
revolver, should always carry it on his waist-belt in 
the case, which should be pushed well back over his 
right hip, so that in case he falls he may avoid the 
injuiy to which he is otherwise liable from falling 
on the pistol. He ought not to place it in the 
holster, because if he is separated from his horse he 
loses his weapon. If he has two revolvers, he can 
put one in his holster the other round his waist. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OBNEaJAL VI12WS — ^INVASION AlTD BESISTANCE. 

The main difficuitj wfaich. as jet suggests itself in 
the way of a general armament is the irant of means 
to purchase arms on the part of the most rdiable 
portions of our population^ in case the GkMrem- 
ment decide that they cannot famish them from the 
arsenals. There is ik> use- in drawing iniddious com-^ 
parisons between the populations of town and country; 
but it cannot be denied that^ if the inhabitants of 
cities are possessed of greater intel%ence^ spirit^ and 
comprehension of military matters^ the agricultural 
population has greater physical power, and is better 
adapted tor forming local corps of sharpshooters. If 
the GoTemm^GLt concede arms to the one, they nmst 
grant them to the other j and if they bj^ universally 
givea, there are dangers, which need not be particu- 
larly indicated, as of just possible occurrence — ^the 
public subscriptions would be cramped, and the spirit 
of self-sacrifice quenched. No one would buy arms 
which he thought himself entitled to get for nothing* 
That would be the case with some of the populations 
of the towns ; on the other hand, if Government do 
not issue arms, it is quite evident that the mass of 
our agricultural population will be excluded from a 
movement in which they are largely interested, and 
for participation in which they are specially adapted. 
The difficulty can only be met by a general national 
subscription, aided by local subscriptions. 
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It is aa unpopular view^ but tome it aj^ears sound 
m. tlieory and in principle^ to maintain that no popu- 
lar veeialtsDce has erer been able to save an empire 
from hostile occupation once the regular forces of 
that State have been destroyed by another army. 
Tke anooy victorious will march on just as it 
]|^ases^ and will go where it pleases^ and a 
dhief who^ safe hims^ sought only to humble 
owr pride by the partial destruction and occupation, 
and by the wholeside pillage of London, or by the 
arson of our dockyards and arsenals, would not hesi- 
tate at sending an army which might well say, as 
it passed befiwe him, ^^ Morituri te salutant V^ Of 
wlad atonement for such outrages and losses would 
be hecatombs of the invaders ? The picture which 
Sydney Smith drew years ago of the aspect which 
owr southern rural districts would present in case of 
an invasion was not much exaggerated, and might 
not be quite inapplicable now, in case of a similar 
occurrence ; a few months^ preparation might render 
it completely inappropriate. The reverend Canon 
b^eved that there is more courage and Christianity 
in England than in all the rest of the world put 
tc^ether ; but he also believed invasion possible at a 
time when steam-frigates were not; and then did 
he write what I would not venture to put forth, but 
which I have courage to quote : — 

^* You cannot imagine, you say, that England will 
ever be ruined and conquered, and for no other- 
reason that I can find but because it seems so very 
odd it should be ruined and conquered. Alas ! so - 
reasoned in their time the Austrian, Bussian, and 
IFmssian Plymleys. But the English are brave ; so 
were all those nations. You might get together 
WQ,600 men individuaHy brave, but without generals 
eapable of commanding such a machine it would be 
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as useless as a first-rate man-of-war manned by 
Oxford clergymen or Parisian shopkeepers. I do 
not say this to the disparagement of English officers 
- — they have had no means of acquiring experience — 
but I do say it to create alarm^ for we do not appear 
to me to be half alarmed enough, or to entertain 
that sense of our danger which leads to the most 
obvious mode of self-defence. A% for the spirit of 
the peasantry in making a gallant defence behind 
hedgerows, and through plate-racks and hen-coops, 
highly as I think of their bravery, I do not know 
any nation in Europe so likely to be struck with 
panic as the English; and this from their total 
unacquaintance with the science of war. Old wheat 
and beans blazing for twenty miles round, cart- 
mares shot, sows of Lord Somerville's breed running 
wild over the country, the minister of the parish 
sorely wounded in his hinder parts, Mrs. Plymley in 
fits; all these scenes of war an Austrian or a 
Russian has seen three or four times over; but it is 
now three centuries since an English pig has fallen 
in a fair battle on English ground, or a farmhouse 
been rifled, or a cl^rgyman^s wife been subjected to 
any other proposals of love than the connubial en- 
dearments of her sleek and orthodox mate.'' 

When Englishmen boast of the immunity of their 
shores from invasion, they allude to the recent histo- 
rical periods ; England was once at the proud foot of 
a conqueror. He came from France, and " laws and. 
learning'' and an ancient nobility and our modem 
civilization in most part came with him. We forget, 
in comparing our condition with that of European 
states, that we have a real physical defence in the 
huge wet ditch of the ocean, which can only be 
bridged permanently by a fleet so superior as to 
destroy our own, though it can be occasionally des- 
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perately crossed by a forlorn-hope. Had we been a 
Continental state surrounded by such vast military 
states as France^ Prussia^ Austria^ and Kussia^ not 
all the valour of our people could have protected our 
frontiers in all times from attack^ and our soil fix>m 
invasion^ and the qualities which distinguish a mighty 
insular people must have been modified by the cir* 
cumstances around them. 

If there should be now, or hereafter, any real danger, 
or chance remote of danger that this isle or its sister 
be invaded by a foreign army, it is the absolute and 
tremendous responsibility of all who are concerned 
in the government of the country to provide against 
every contingency by sea and by land. The present 
Admiralty declare they are taking measures to ensure 
that the fleet of England shall be equal to any fleet 
which the combined maritime powers might bring 
against her. In these measures they shoidd receive 
the most cordial support ; but at the same time there 
must not be the chance of a chance of failure. If dan- 
ger threatens, I say again, that no enemy who has a 
large regular army, and could land them even for a 
week, could be opposed successfully by anything but a 
regular army, and that the Government of the country 
is responsible for its existence in such a contingency. 
No enemy who could throw 100,000men on our shores 
with cavalry and guns would be withheld by the con- 
sideration that we had 200,000 or 500,000 volunteers 
and men of rifle-clubs scattered all over the kingdom, 
if he knew that we had only 20^000 regulars to 
oppose his march on London ; for he would — even- 
tually to his cost — despise volunteers, as all regulars 
despise irregular forces. The Volunteers would, no 
doubt, be the avenging,. but they could not be the 
obstructing force. Just in proportion to their disci- 
pline would their zeal, skill, and courage become 
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effective ; and it is, therefiire, that they shcmld rather 
form eorps than dubs, and that they shooU^ as ftr 
;as possible, accede to the r^nfations and proposes 
of the Govemment. 

It is plain that when one-third of our racniits 
and soldiers desart after enhstment, so that oixt of 
91,000 nearly^ 30,000 deserted kst year, sometiiiug 
must be done to render military service more paia^ 
taUe to the respectable p(M*tion of the daases which 
generally contribute to the ranks of the army. In 
<;onsequence of the enormous increase of this most 
serious military offence, the time fixed for determine 
ing its commission is iimited to twenty-four hems, 
when, as formerly, a soldier was not returned sm a 
deserter till he had been seren days absent ftom. 
barradLs. It is stated by Dr. William Farr that, 
in 1811, the united land and sea forces of En^and 
amounted to 501,000 men, and that, if the propor- 
tion of that number to the number of the male 
population between twenty and forty years of age 
were maintained at present by the army and navy to 
the present population^ we could show 817,(M)0 
sailors and soldiers. It is evident then that, as the 
exertions of the recruiting establishments foiled last 
year to raise the number voted by Parliament, and 
that we are 13,000 men short of our proper eomjde- 
ment, that there is some cause at work to check the 
arcbur of the people, and that the voluntary prin*- 
ciple needs some sort of encouragement to make it 
adequate to our demands. The novel inducemenia 
offered to sailors show that in the jHresent circum- 
stances the navy is not readily manned. We axe 

* The same xnaa may deiert cnce, twice, or thrioe, and is mImxmtA 
«o many times as a deserter. The punishment of fle^^g has htm. 
ze-establisbed for tlus offenGe, and is belieTod to have dtecked its pro- 
grem materioBy. 
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ixMy indeed^ not to akcm ourselves ; that^ in ease of 
war^ vohmte^s would ilod: to us in tbouisastds^ but 
we OQ^ to make sxae of this. What would we say 
of a moa who was told that his house was likely tQ 
eatdi fire^ sad who said he would bdng a fire-escape 
or water-buckets as soon as the &une l»x>ke oat? 
We must test the readiness and the strength of the 
nation in this matter^ and it will be a subject <^ 
mudi intexiest to show that we reallj do possess the 
hundreds of thouiramds who are described as willing 
and waiting for the opportunity to learn the use of 
arms and to offer their services to the country. It 
is true that there has been little increase in the 
male population oi France compared with that which 
has takCTL ]^ace in Great Britain. Dr. Farr states 
that the number of Frenchmen between the ages of 
twenty and twenty-five is 1^521^000^ whilst that of 
Englishmen of the same age is just 1^506^000 ; but 
it must be observed that a much larger proportion of 
the Fraich is agricultural and rural than of the 
English people^ and the governments of the Euro* 
pean states have means of getting at the young men 
and making them into soldiers which the British War 
Department does not possess. Comparisons between 
the nature of our military trainings in the days when 
we used bows and arrows and the present period of 
the Enfield; are fallacious so fjEo* as this con^eratmi 
is concerned. In the bowyer days every man who 
owed fisudal service was liable to be called into the 
field to follow his lord^ and there was no standing 
army maintained in Europe. In the Enfidd period 
England is paying twenty-two miUions of pounds 
st^Ung for her military and naval service^ and those 
who pay it think the service ought to be well done. 
Bat if not, will they alLow themselves and thm 
country to be ruined ? 
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Against what Power^ against what forts in the 
world, is Napoleon preparing his frigates cuirassees ? 
For what object is there an incessant addition to 
the number of his small gunboats ? They may be 
useful in the war with Austria, but . assuredly they 
will be usefal in any war wluch may follow that 
contest, which will be probably over in two months^ 
time, if Europe lets. the belUgerents fight it out* 
But all such questions and guesses as to motives 
and events probably spring from the conscious- 
ness that we are about to assume a position which 
will render war with France inevitable. If I see a 
man on the roadside, it is not likely that, if he is 
quite indifferent to me, and if there is no signifi- 
cance in the circumstances under which we meet, 
that I will pay much attention to his air, or notice 
the big stick he carries in his fist ; but if I meditate 
an attack on that man, his stick assumes a peculiar 
character. ^' Why has he got it? What does he 
carry it for ? "WT&y is it so big ? Does he mean to 
begin the assault on me first V^ . Should the gentle- 
man in question by his antecedents or our previous 
relations present additional reasons for these sus- 
picions, of course aU my inquiries as to his proceed- 
ings, appearance, and means of attack or defence 
become more interesting and personal. I have had 
conversations with many, naval oflScers of great 
experience, who admit the exertions of the Grovem- 
ment to increase the eflBciency of our navy; but 
they declare that England is not yet in a condition ta 
provoke a naval contest with the combined fleets. of 
France and Russia ; and there, notwithstanding, is an 
evident anmuB oS. provocation and of defiance mani- 
fested on the part of many in this country, who seem 
never to have considered the consequence of the gage 
being taken up. 
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The facts which sure aUeged to justify this country 
in the most extraordinary precautions and in the 
exercise of the utmost vigilance, are simply these — 
that there is at present, as head of the greatest 
military and maritime power in the world, a man 
whose designs are inscrutable, and whose position 
is dependent on the passions of his army and on 
the caprices of his people — ^whilst England shows a 
mistrust of aU his movements and a jealousy of 
French influence which, however well founded, can- 
not but produce dangerous results on a relationship 
of the two states which we approximate in pro- 
portion as the French army becomes elated by 
success, and is placed in a state of inaction by 
the accomplishment of the political objects for 
which it was employed. When I say that France 
is the greatest military and maritime Power in the 
world, I state an absolute fact; for, though she 
may not be equal to Russia or Austria in the 
number of her troops, or to England in the 
number of her ships, in the combination of both 
she is superior to any empire in the world. With 
that Power we have been already and very recently 
twice on the brink of war, which would have found 
us in an unprepared and very inadequate condition 
of military or even naval resistance. Sir Charles 
Napier can tell what took place when we were 
within an ace of fighting Prance in the Medi- 
terranean, on the sudden outbreak of ill-feeling 
between England and the Cabinet of Louis Philippe ; 
and we know that when fifby-six of our best batal- 
lions were suppressing the Indian mutiny, and when 
our navy was waiting for the development it has 
recently acquired, a minister of the Crown solemnly 
declared that we were on the very brink of a war 
with that Power which was then, as we are told, pre- 
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paring for the contest with Austria, and which 
was flushed by the excitement of naval reviews at 
Cherbourg, Brest, and Toulon. Our unprepared 
condition might well render our language more 
cautious, were it not that Englishmen are not accus- 
tomed to conceal the expression of their thoughts by 
any motives of fear ; but fear of a personal character 
is very different from the apprehension of national 
calamity, and we ought to look on even a suc- 
cessful war as one of the greatest evUs that could 
befall us at this moment. The loss to trade, the 
stagnation of commerce, the enormous increase of 
taxation, would in themselves be evils which no suc- 
cesses could countervail. In 1777, when we were at 
peace with France, we had 60,000 seamen voted far 
our defence and for the conduct of the war with 
America, then in full revolt. But although America 
had not a man to spare from the struggle on land, 
and had no regular navy, she managed by means of 
her privateers to cope with all the efforts of our ships^ 
to send her cruisers to run about in the Channel, to 
harass our coasts, to insult, and even to plunder 
some of our sea-coast towns. As we find in Dodsley's 
Register, ^' The inmost and most domestic recesses of 
our trade were rendered insecure, and a convoy for 
the protection of linen ships from Dublin and Newry 
was now for the first time seen.^' But the sentence 
which follows wiU seem still more astounding. '^ The 
Thames also presented the unusual and melancholy 
spectacle of mmibers of foreign ships, particularly 
French, taking in cargoes of English commodities 
for various parts of Europe, the property of our own 
merchants, who were thus reduced to seek that pro- 
tection under the colours of other nations which the 
British flag used to afford.'^ One privateer took off 
Harwich the English packet from Holland, and towed 
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her into Dunkirk, whence he despatched the mails 
to the American ministers at Paris. Even in those 
days of sailing ships parties of men landed repeatedly 
and plundered villages, carrying oflF stock and hnm- 
ing farmhouses. Need it he said that facilities now 
exist for these operations such as were unknown to our 
ancestors ? Fnince is building gunboats as fast as 
she can, and if it be true that Russia is pledged to 
co-operate with France in any European war, I can 
answer for it that she can assist her ally with a very 
respectable flotilla of similar vessels, inasmuch as I 
saw thirty-six under steam at one time oflF Cronstadt, 
immediately after the termination of the Anglo- 
Prench war with Russia in 1856. 

What T would solemnly impress upon my country- 
men is, the necessity of immediate action, if there 
be the smallest danger of war with France singly, or 
France aided by Russia, now, or at some fiiture 
period. I would, above all things, deprecate such 
a war. I do not see its necessity, but I do 
perceive that our instincts, our jealousies, our 
interests, or our notions as to our interests, our 
Germanic sympathies, are dragging us to take 
ground in such a position that the outbreak of war 
becomes extremely probable. In France we see on 
the throne, elected by universal suffrage, the nephew 
and heir of our great enemy, against whom we 
fought, and subsidized, and laboured for a quarter of a 
century, pouring out our best blood, lavishing sums 
of which we now feel the improfitable pressure, and 
resolutely shutting our eyes to any one object but the 
destruction of the military adventurer who must be 
recognised now as the founder of a ^^ dynasty of 
Napoleons.^' England cannot go back after all the 
clamour and popular excitement which, if we believe 
newspaper reports at all, reigned from north to 
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90uth^ when her youth were first encouraged by 
Government to enrol themselves as volunteers for 
the defence of their- country. It will be too late 
when the danger comes ; and yet I fear that it will 
be only under the pressure of actual war that our 
countrymen will comprehend the stem necessity of 
^he case. I understand that Sir John Burgoyne has 
a work in the press which will give us his notions in 
reference to ^' the national defences /' and I antici- 
pate the veteran engineer will astonish the country 
when he tells them the truth on this point. 

There is no question about the fact that in the 
presence of any actual immediate danger England is 
very badly provided with defensive means. The 
troops now at home are for the most part very 
young ; and notwithstanding some opinions expressed 
by great authorities respecting the military value of 
yaw young soldiers, I should tremble at the prospect 
qf placing an army composed of juvenile and under- 
sized second battalions, with reserves of rifle-clubs 
and volunteers, to meet the disciplined soldiers of any 
European Power. On trained militia I would have 
at least as much reliance as on recently-raised second 
bajttalions ; but it is evident enough that there is a 
varying relative proportion between the eflSciency of 
both, and that as one becomes strong and reliable, 
the other is rendered weak and unsafe. 

In event of invasion there are no sacrifices and 
privations which must not be submitted to. The 
enemy should see himself encircled by a wall of 
smoke by day and by a flame of fire at night. 
Russia has set us an example which has made her 
history memorable: wherever an enemy turns his 
foot in Russia he finds burnt homesteads, empty 
storehouses, deserted and wasted fields, and useless 
wells, for the Cossack has covered his retreat with 
destruction. I remember stopping at a German 
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settlement called Bosenthal^ near Odessa^ for a {evt 
days, and ascertaining, among other things, in the 
course of conversation, that, before the last year of 
the war, the peojfle had not been permitted to sow 
any seed, lest the enemy should lan&, and march 
through their country. In the same war, the 
Government received gratuitously the assistance of 
nearly one million volunteers, whose services in the 
field were not required, though they were of use 
in guarding communications, and escorting pro- 
visions, and such duties. 

Of the ultimate fate of an invading army in 
England I hav^ no manner of doubt, but that fate 
would be very small compensation for the destruc- 
tion of the inviolability of our soU. It has been 
said that " in despotic states the armies alone engage 
'^ in war. They generally fight dispassionately, and 
" consequently very Ul, unless they are animated by 
'^ the spirit of fanaticism, which is almost the only 
'^ one of which they are susceptible. The people take 
'^ no interest in the dispute, provided neither their 
'^ custom nor their religion is violated. Sometimes 
'^ they even oflfer up secret prayers for the fall of a 
" throne which oppresses them, and extend their arms 
'^ to the enemies of their tyrant as deliverers. Re- 
" publics, on the contrary, are defended by the love 
'^ of their citizens — ^in them war becomes national. 
'^ The armies are supported and supplied by the 
" whole population ; every one takes up arnis and 
" fights for the most valuable of all possessions — poli- 
'^ tical liberty. In the former, one battle is enough 
'^ to overthrow an empire, for despotic government 
'^ being essentially military, has no support but the 
'^ army. As soon as that is destroyed, the throne 
" falls, but the conqueror erects another on its ruins, 
^' whilst the nation oflFers no opposition. Repub- 
" licans develop an energy of character and of will 
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" in their defences on which the victories of tiimr 
'^ enemies can make no impression/^ To all intj^oits 
and purposes we may consider onrselyes republicans 
in the possession of those qualities to which the 
antagonist of the great Emperor has adverted; 
but history tells us of many republics which were 
trodden down by the soldiers of despotic conquerors^ 
and there is no ruler so despotic as he who is 
chosen by the voice of his people without reserve 
or stipulation. Napoleon, whom we are now 
obliged to call the First, in reference to the above 
passage, remarked that it was not true; for that 
Partlua under Arsaces, Prussia under Frederic, and 
Russia under Alexander, were despotic countries. 
Achaia and J£!tolia in the time of Paulus Emilius, 
HoUand in 1786, Venice in 1797, Switz^land in 
1798, were republics. " Should a victorious army 
ever enter London, the world would be astonii^ed 
at the trifling resistance which would be offered by 
the English people.'^ 

Mr. Drummond has declared it to be his opinion 
that Bonaparte never intended to invade England, 
and that the declaration was a feint, but for what 
purpose the feint was intended the excellent member 
does not teU us. As to the story he relates of Ney 
and Napoleon^s conversation, I can only say that the 
opinions expressed init are in direct opposition to those 
entertained by Napoleon. I have already quoted a pas- 
sage fix>m Montholon ; here is another, in Nap<deon's 
words (vol. ii. p. 223) : — ^^The invasion of England 
was always r^arded as practicable ; and if ever the 
descent had been eflfected, London must infallibly have 
ieen taken. The French being in possession of the 
capital, a very powerful party would have arisen 
against the oUgarchy. Did Hannibal look behind 
lum when he passed the Alps, or Caesar, when he 
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landed in Epirns or Africa? London is situated 
only a few marches from Calais, and the English 
army, scattered for the purpose of defending the 
ooast, could not have joined in time to have covered 
that capital after the descent had t)een effected. 
This invasion could not have been effected by a cot]^% 
d^armee, but it would certainly have succeeded with 
160,000 men, if they could have presented them- 
selves before London five days after their landing. 
The flotillas were the only means of landing these 
160,000 men in a few hours, and of occupying all 
the shallows. The passage could have been effected 
under the protection of a squadron assembled at 
Martinique, and coming thence full sail to Boulogne. 
If this plan of rendezvous should fail one year, it 
might succeed another.'^ 

The Toulon squadron of 20 ships of the line, the 
Bochfort of 6, the FOrient of 2, were to unite at 
Port Boyal, whence they were to deblockade the 
Brest fleet of 21 ships of the line under Gantheaume, 
and to enter the Channel ; the English fleet of 62 
ships of the line being dispersed in twelve different 
stations. The instructions of Napoleon to Yilleneuve 
are most precise and careful, and the preparations of 
aU kinds were great and costly. Brest, Cherbourg, 
and Boulogne, were filled with provisions for the 
fleet ; but Villeneuve and Nelson spoiled all these 
combinations. London is the great prize that would 
be aimed at, and whether we burned it ourselves, or 
left the task to our retreating enemies, its destruc- 
tion would be the most tremendous calamity in his- 
tory ; it would be the fire not of a city, of a great 
metropolis, but it would be the conflagration of the 
homes of a nation. That this project was enter- 
tained I must believe, notwithstanding Mr. Drum- 
mond^s incredulity; and as to its practicability, I must 
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say I prefer the opinion of Bonaparte to that of the 
enthusiastic ex-Lient. -Colonel of the Surrey Yeo- 
manry. As to the punishment of the invaders, I have 
over and over again expressed my conviction ; but if 
ever the homely adage, that prevention is better than 
cure, were true, it is in the case of such an occur- 
rence as the violation of our soil. Of the proba- 
bility of such an event I dare not speak. Mr. 
Bright considers our apprehensions are ground- 
less and foolish ; but it would be a very groimdless 
and foolish proceeding on the pai*t of the English 
people to leave their country at the mercy of a 
hypothesis. Why we should believe in the impos- 
sibility of the project of invasion cannot be deter- 
mined on any argument ; and if the project be once 
set afoot, there is nothing to prevent its completion 
unless we take steps to do so ourselves. 

Mr. Bright considers that we ought to be quite 
content because we pay largely for our army and 
navy, and that we should hold Government respon- 
sible for any calamity which may occur through the 
defeat of either or both ; but it would be a very 
small compensation, or even consolation for the 
burning of my house, to have the right to break 
a Prime Minister's windows, or to throw stones 
at a First Lord of the Admiralty. If with Indian 
and other difficulties on our hands we cannot 
maintain such an army in the British Isles as 
shall make us indifferent to any attack that may 
be made upon them, we must rely on the national 
spirit of our population in event of a war, either 
provoked by or forced upon us ; and great as is that 
spirit, it would do little to save the country in the 
field unless it animates our men to learn the use of 
arms, to be obedient, and to be self-sacrificing. 
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A FEW words by way of preface to the word ^^ finis. 
I am no alarmist ; but I am persuaded that our pro- 
fessions of neutrality, accompanied by acts of dis- 
trust, may place us in a position whence escape 
without loss of honour, or an appeal to arms, will be 
impossible. When any nation has ^^ let slip the dogs 
of war,^^ it must let them run to the end. Attempt 
to check them ere that end comes, they will turn 
and rend you. We believe the French hate us. 
They are convinced that the English have the most 
unfiiendly feelings towards the Gallic race. France 
has started on a career which the Emperor declares 
will terminate at the Adriatic and the Alps. Then 
his eagles are to be hooded, their wings clipped, 
their talons pared, and then they are to return to 
the perch. But the Imperial birds are in full flight 
and high in air, and who shall whistle them back 
again? 

Already that heavy-headed, short-winded, but 
gallant black bird which presides over the Germanic 
aquilina is sharpening his beak, and uttering cries 
of defiance from the other side of the Alps, and 
scolding across the Rhine. And England is calling 
out militia, and encouraging volunteers, and ham- 
mering in every dockyard, prodigal with bounties ta 
her saSors, and tempting with promises, and rein- 
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forcing her colonies, inspecting her coasts, strength- 
ening her outlying defences and distant garrisons. 
Prussia mobilizes her army. Austria is fighting 
with troops lent to her by, or taken from, the Ger- 
manic confederation. From the quarters of the French 
army in Italy come the voices of Elapka and his 
friends to the heart of Himgary. Russia is moving 
down column after column to her western frontiers ; 
her fleet and her flotillas are gathering rapidly to- 
gether at Cronstadt. Here are elements of mis- 
chief — all the materials for a tremendous explosion — 
which neither Czar, nor Regent, nor Emperors, nor 
diplomatists may suppress S the smallest spark do 
but touch it. There is no ground for insulting the 
French Emperor by doubting his word ; there is no 
reason for distrusting his assurances that he desires 
peace with England, and that he only seeks to 
render Italy free. But there are grounds and 
reasons for doubting his power and distrusting bis 
ability to do what he promises. If Louis Napoleon 
desired to go to war with England he might well 
have done so ere he had engaged in a contest with 
Austria, which has already cost him the flower of his 
Guards and the best of his Zouaves, and whidi has 
excited the apprehensions of England and the hos- 
tility of Prussia. He would have found us eighteen 
months ago without an army, and with only the 
rudiments of a navy to defend our shores, and with 
the system of publicity which prevails in all State 
matters, he knew our condition as well as any English 
minister knew it. We see that, on his own showing, 
he has been forced into a war with Austria which he 
did not desire. Might it not happen that some act of 
ours would, on the same showing, oblige him to do that 
thing which eighteen months ago he did not wish to 
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do, and which indeed he would make great sacrifices 
to avoid ? In a word, then^ there is no offence to 
France in England taldng her own paart. But there 
is great offence in continual exhibitions of jealousy 
and distrust. We can wdl say, '^ We believe your 
intentions ; but if they should by chance become ad- 
juncts to the pavement of the Inferno, we shall be 
on our guard. We are excellent friends, but you 
and I are himian beings after aU; and there is an 
old maxim which teUs us to treat our Mends as if 
they might one day be enemies, aad that we should 
treat our foes as though they might hereafter become 
oar friends.'^ Emin^itiy sagacious, the Emperor of 
the French wiU only attempt what he feels assured 
be can do. The child of Destiny, his £Kther may do 
with him he knows not what. But of his present 
inteaitions there ought to be no doubt; for his g^ieral 
policy, his promises for the future, and his deeds 
TXL thi past coincide in giving us a guarantee that he 
will not deliberately seek a rupture with England. 
Hosiestly keeping our word, firmly holding our own, 
abiding by the policy of neutrality which we have so- 
lemnly '^ pronounced,'* avoiding all ground of jiMt of- 
fence, let us see whether we, too, cannot chain ''Des- 
tiny'* to our car ; or — if it be the will of Heaven that 
we fidl — let us be prepared to meet the shock of battle. 
Tke infidel King whom Mr. Carlyle delights to 
honour, said (in defiance of history sometimes) that 
<3od always gives the victory to the strongest bat- 
talions. But battalions may be strong in numbers, 
and weak in moral consciousness of right. A 
Frenchman who sets foot in England on an unholy 
plea of vengeance or a Mse plea of wrong, woxdd 
fi^t, no doubt, gallantly and well; but he wouU 
fight, as does the Austrian now, with the presffore of 
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a bad cause upon his arm. ^^ The very weight of 
Richard^s guilt would crush him," after he had de- 
solated our fields and laid waste our cities. It is to 
prevent contingencies which, humanly speaking, 
are preventable, that we ought to arm in the face of 
Europe, in a spirit of strict neutrality, and stand on 
our own defence. God will defend the right. 
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APPENDIX. 



Tbom the "Rifle Volunteers." By Hans Busk. 
A SHORT ABSTRACT 

OF THE 

Laws at present in force relating to Volunteer Corps, 
whetfier Infantry or Cavalry. 

Acts previous to 44 Geo. III. c. 54, repealed by that act so far as 
they refer to Yeomanry and Volunteer Corps. 

The Acts having reference to Volunteer and Yeomaney Corps 
were consolidated by the 44th Geo. III. c. 54. The following are the 
principal provisions of this Act, which is at present in force : — 

By § 3, Her Majesty may continue the services of all corps of 
Yeomanry or Volunteers accepted before the passing of that Act 
(5th June, 1804), and ma^ also accept the services of any corps of 
Yeomanry or Volunteers that may be formed after the passing thereof, 
such corps respectively being formed under officers naving, or who 
shall have, commissions either from her Majesty or any Lieutenant of 
a county, or any other person or persons who may be specially autho- 
rized by her Majesty for that purpose, upon such terms and condi- 
tions, and under such regulations as have been or shall be approved by 
Jher Majesty in regard to such corps. And her Majesty may (usband or 
discontinue the services of any such coi*ps, or any portions of such corps, 
whenever it may seem expedient to her Majesty to do so. Provided 
always that the services of all corps of Yeomanry and Volunteers 
accepted before the passing of that Act shall be deemed to be con- 
tinued under the j^rovisions thereof, unless her Majesty shall signify 
her intention of disbanding or discontinuing the services of an^ such 
corps by an order to be communicated by her Majesty's principal 
Secretary of State. 

By § 4, Effective members of Yeomanry or Volunteer corps are 
exempted from service in the Militia or other additional forces, except 
in the case of corps whose offers of service specify that no such 
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exemption would be claimed, and no such exemption is to extend to 
any greater number than the established number of such corps. 

§ 5. Only those are to be deemed eflfective members who have 
attended muster or exercise, properly armed and accoutred, if cavalry, 
four days, if infantry, eight days at the least in the four months im- 
mediately preceding the return required by the Act, and who have 
been duly returned by the commanding officer as effective members, 
and as having taken the oath of allegiance. 

§ 6. Contains an exception when there has been a delay in sup- 
plying arms. 

§ 7. The commanding officer may grant leave of absence, and such 
absence shall not prevent the member so obtaining it from being re- 
turned as eflfective, provided that during the next four months he serves 
as many days as shall make up for the whole period of eight months, 
if he is in the cavalry, eight— if in the infantry, sixteen — days* 
exercise. If he does not complete this, he is to be struck oflf the Hst 
of effective members, and to be returned in the muster-roll as non- 
effective. 

§ 17.* Persons so returned as effective may be ballotted for the 
Militia, and immediately on their ceasing to be returned as effective, 
they are liable to serve. 

§ S.f It is sufficient, to render a man effective, that he attend during 
the whole year, if in the cavalry, twelve — ^if in the infantry, twenty- 
four — days within one period, or two successive periods of four months 
next before the return, 

§ 9.:r Commanding officers are to make a return on the first day of 
every April, August, and December to the clerks of lieutenancy of 
the numlbers of men in the corps, and of the number of supemume- 
raries, distinguishing between the effective and the non-effective 
members, of the persons who have entered the corps since the last 
return, of those who have been absent on leave, and of those who have 
been discharged from or have quitted the corps since the last return ; 
and where any arms have been required by such corps at the expense 
of her Majesty, and have not been supplied, such circumstance is to 
be stated at the foot of the return. The commanding officer is also 
to send in to her Majesty's principal Secretary of State, and to the 
general officer commanding the district, if any, accurate returns of 
the effective and non-effective men in the form of the usual miKtaiy 
returns. 

§ 10. Commanding officers are required to give certificates to ef- 
fective men residing in other places, which shall entitle them to 
exemptions therein. 
§ 11. Field officers and adjutants of Volunteer Corps, and persons 

* Amended by 53 Geo. III. c. 84, § 4; 

t Amended to 6 days in the jeair, 2 days in each 4 montha, or 5 soccessiTe days^ 
66 Geo. HI. o. 39, §1. 

t The retuxnB are to be aeai in once a year, within 14 d»^ of Ang. 1, 7 Geo. III«. 
c. 68, § 2. 
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swing in Yeomanry or Volunteer Cavalry, are exempted from daty 
for horses naed at master and exercise, and also persons providing 
tliem ; and all effective members of Yeomanry or Volunteer corps 
from ^e hair-powder duty. 

I £2. No corps is to be entitled to exemptions mdess the com- 
manding officer certify in the mnster-rolls that it has been, or has 
been ready to be, inspected. 

§ 13. No toll is to be demanded for any horse ridden by any 
person in any corps of Yeomtmry, or by any field or staff-officer of 
Volunteers going to exercise, &c., dressed in miiform, and armed and 
accoutred. 

§ 15. Commanding officers making false returns, or ^ving false 
certificates, are subjected to a penalty of 2002. for every offence. 

§ 20. Every person enrolled is to take the oath* of allegiance, 
which may be administered by any deputy-lieutenant, justice of the 
peace, or commissioned officer of the corps. 

S 21. Adjutants, seijeant-majors, and others who are receiving 
constant pay, are subject to the Mutiny Act and to the Articles of 
War ; every court-martial in such case is to be composed wholly of 
members taken from the Yeomanry or Volunteer establishment, and; 
no punishment is to extend to life or limb, except when the corps is 
called out in case of an invasion. 

§ 22. In all cases of actual invasion, or appearance of an enemy in 
force on the coast of Great Britain, or of^ rebellion or insurrection 
arising or existing within the same, all corps of Yeomanry or 
Volunteers shall, whenever they shall be summoned by the lieu- 
tenuits of the counties in which they shall be respectively formed, or 
their vice-lieutenants or deputy-lieutenants, or upon the making of 
any general signals of alarm, forthwith assemble within their respec- 
tive districts, and shall be liable to march according to the terms and 
conditions of their respective services, whether the same shall extend 
to any part of Ghreat Britain, or be limited to any district, county, 
city, town, or place therein ; and all persons then enrolled in any such 
coros, not labouiing under any infirmity incapacitating them from 
military service, and not holding a commission or serving in any of 
her Majesty's other forces, or in any other such corps of Yeomanry or 
Volunteers, and actually joining such corps, who shall refuse or 
neglect to join their respective corps, and to assemble and march 
therewith, upon any such summons or general signal of alarm as 
i^oresaid, shall be deemed deserters, and shall be subject to punish- 
ment as such ; and all such corps of Yeomanry or Volunteers, and 
all officers and non-commissioned officers, drummers, and private men 

* The following is the form of oath i—** I, A— B— , do make oath, that I will 
he fidthM and bear true allegiance to her Maiestv, her heirs and sacoessors, and 
that I will, as in dxOj hennd, honestly and faithfiiUy defend her Higesty, her heirs 
and successors, in person, crown, and dienlty, against all enemies, and will observe 
and obey all orders of her Mneety, her heirs and successors, and of the generals ^ 
and officers set oTer me. So nelp me God. 

** Swoml>efore me, O— D— , this — day of — , laW.** 
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therein, shall, upon and from the time of such summons, or of such 
^neral signals of alarm heing made as aforesaid, and until the enemy 
flhall be aefeated and expelled, and all rebellion or insurrection ^en 
existing within Great Britain shall be suppressed (the same to be 
signified by^ her Majesty's j^roclamation), continue and be subject to 
4iU the provisions contained in any Act of Parliament then in force 
for the punishment of mutiny and desertion, and for the better pay- 
ment of the army and their quarters, and to any Articles of War 
made in pursuance thereof in all cases whatever. 

§ 23. Whenever any corps of Yeomanry or Volunteers shall, with 
the approbation of her Mi^'esty, signified through her principal Secre- 
tary of State, voluntarily assemble or march to do military duty upon 
any appearance of invasion, or for the purpose of improving themselves 
in mihtary exercise, except in the case hereinafter specified as to 
corps of yeomanry cavalry, or shall voluntarily march on being called 
upon in pursuance of any order from the lieutenant or sheriff of the 
<x)unty, to act within the county or adjacent counties for the sup- 
pression of riots or tumults, all such corps of Yeomanry or Volunteers 
fihall, in all such cases, from the time of so assembling or marching as 
aforesaid, and during the period of their remaining on such military 
dutv, or being engaged in such service as aforesaid, be subjected to 
mihtary discipline and to all the provisions of any Act then in force 
for the punishment of mutiny and desertion, and for the better pay- 
ment of the army, and their quarters, and to any Articles of War 
made in pursuance thereof. 

§ 24. Her Majesty mav put such corps under the command of such 
general officer as she shall appoint ; but such corps shall be led by 
their respective officers, and no effective member shall be liable to be 
placed in any other regiment. 

§ 25. No officer of Volunteers is to sit on the trial of any officer or 
fioldier of the other forces, and contrariwise. 

§ 26. All officers in corps of Yeomanry or Volunteers having com- 
missions from her Majesty, or lieutenants of counties, or others who 
may be specially authorized by her Majesty for that purpose, shall 
rank with the officers of her Majesty's Regular and Militia forces, as 
the youngest of their respective ranks. 

§ 27. Commanding officers of Yeomanry or Volunteer corps, when 
not on actual service, maj discharge members, not being commis- 
.sioned officers, for disobedience of orders, &c. 

§ 28. When the regulations of a corps do not provide for any case 
of misconduct under arms, the commanding officer may disallow the 
day on which the party misconducted himself as a day of atten- 
dance. 

§ 29. Persons misconducting^ themselves during exercise may be 
ordered into custody for the time during which the corps remains 
under arms. 

§§ 30 and 31. Persons enrolled as Volunteers may quit their corps, 
except when called out in cases of invasion, &c., except the persons 
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receiving the constant pay of their rank. None can quit, however^ 
without notice of their intention to ^uit, nor till their arms, &c., 
shall have heen delivered up, and all fines paid, unless hy enlisting in 
her Majesty's forces, or being enrolled in the Militia. 

§ 33. Persons thinking themselves aggrieved by the commanding 
officer- refusing to strike their names out of the muster-rolls, may 
appeal to two deputy-lieutenants, or one and a justice, who may de- 
termine the same. 

§ 36. When Volunteers are assembled on summons of the county 
lieutenant, &c., or on a general signal of alarm, the receiver-general 
of the duties under the conmiissioners for taxes in England, and tho 
collector of the cess in Scotland, are to pay to the captain of the troop 
or company two guineas for the use of every Volunteer in such troop 
or company who shall so assemble, and, when voluntarily assembledi 
the Treasury may Order a guinea for each to be paid in like manner. 
The captains are to account to the men for money, and not to draw 
any for the use of men not desiring it. 

§§ 37 and 38. Volunteers, when assembled on invasion, &c., aro 
entitled to receive pay, and to be billeted as other forces, and their 
families are entiUed to the same relief as the families of Militiamen. 

§ 39. After the defeat and expulsion of the enemy, and after the 
suppression of any rebellion or insurrection, the Volunteers are to be 
returned to their respective counties, and a guinea paid to each man 
willing to receive it. 

§ 40. Commissioned officers disabled in service, are entitled to 
half-pay, and non-commissioned officers and privates to Chelsea Hos- 
pital; and widows of officers killed in service to pensions for life. 

§ 41.* Half-pay may be received by ac^utants and quartermasters 
on taking^ the oath that they have not any place or employment of 
profit, civil or military, under her Majestv. 

§ 42 .f Commanding officers may appomt places for depositing arms 
and accoutrements, and persons to take care of them ; and the deputy- 
lieutenants shall view them ; and the expense shall be paid in England 
by the receiver-general of the county. 

§ 44. In case any man shall sell, pawn, or lose any arms, accou* 
trements, clothing, or ammunition delivered to him, or shall wilfully 
damage any such arms or accoutrements, every such man shall, for 
ever^ such offence, forfeit and pay a sum not exceeding forty shillings 
and if not paid, the party may be committed. 

§ 46. When corps of cavalry shall be desirous of assembling under 
the command of their own ofiacers, the county-Heutenant, with the 
approbation of her Majesty, may make an order for that purpose, and 
an order to any justice of the county, who shall issue his precept for 
billeting the non-commissioned officers and privates as her Majesty's 

• An officer on half-pay, however, does not forfeit it by reason of his holding a 
oonunission in the Yeomanry, and receiving pay as such, 67 Geo. III. c. 44, § 2. 
t By the Secretary of War, 7 Geo. II. c. 58, § 4. 

H 
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forcea may be billeted ; bnt corps so assembled ^aaM not be subjected 
to. the nmiany laws. 

§ 47. The Acts for billeting her Majesty's forces extend t9 suck 
corps when billeted. 

§ 48. When the lieutenant has fixed the day and place of e^oercise 
for Yeomanry or Volunteer corps, he is to certify the same to the 
Secretary-at-War. 

§ 50. The property in subscriptions, arms, &c., is vested in. the 
commanding officer for all purposes of indictments or suitft. 

§ 51. If subscriptions or fines be not paid, a justice of the peace 
may direct double the amount to be paid, which may be levied hy 



§^ 56. No fiiture rules or regulations are to be valid or binding on 
any oorps of Yeomamy or Volunteers, unless submitted to the prin- 
cipal Secretary of Stats, and not disallowed by her Majesty. 

§ 58. The acceptance of a commission in any corps of Yeomanr^K 
or Volunteers does not vacate a seat in Parliament. 

§ 60. Provisions relating to corps are to extend to independent 
troops or companies. 



THE END. 



bhub akd sou kakeb, 

telegraph: station, thkearjieedle street, 

Respectfully isvkes t&e at;ihanti<m of Gkm^iammi MMg^ ^ ^^^ Corps 
and Cldbs to inspect tk« yalnablft rnqpao-WMpto ie ha» lieLj introduced 
in Sifles and BnBet% en Cfentnl Jaeoib^s jfumo fik t^ Jtf smns of new ma- 
chinery he is enaUecl to eflar a iBosd aocuzate aotid oiktifi. weapon at a 
lower price than ever yet intoodBsed, aawng a Ttogp tmwi 50 up to 3000 
yards. He hafi latefy intwAMial a skit «■& aittfiar^BOft of Breeching and 
Patent Cartridge. lhiaradnn»teg^s attt^— id&y^E«idK and eai^ loading (without 
fouling) and unifona AovlBag, Mr^ ihup's pxaetieal knowledge and high 
reputation at home and 8hn>ad w3l he a gii»cai]ito&£ar all articles supplied. 
The excellence of has BifleA 0vo tite Bafield^ aad every other description, 
will be seen by refeireace to Geanal Jauk^s Thied Bditaon **0n Bifle 
Practice,'* and " The Eifle and how to Use it," p. 66, by Hans Busk, Esq. 
Single Jacob Bifles - • - from M 10 and upwards. 

Double ditto 10 

Single Bnfield pattern, with plain Bayonet 2 10 
IXtto „ with Sword Bayonet, ) 4 12 6 

same as made for Victoria Bifles> - ( '' 

Mr. DiLW's Double Action Revolvers, to cock with thuml), or self- 
acting with finger, are the best, cheapest, most simple and perfect weapons 
offer^ for sale. 




£ 0. d. 
Army, Navy, and Pocket sizes in Holster case, with extra 

Nipples, Bullet Mould, &c. - - - from 6 10 

Ditto, in Oak Case and apparatus complete - - - 7 10 

Ditto, highly finished, „ - • - 10 10 

Revolving Rifles from 15 

£VBB7 DeSCBIPTION OF SpORTIKa ASJ) MiLITAEY ArMS, WITH AXHTTSTSIOS 

AJXD Implements, supplied on Moderate Terms. 
^TABLZSHSS 1780. 



WATCHES 
FREEt 




5AEEPER 
POST. 



^ BENNETTS^ 

.<MODELWATCH= 

..65.CHEAPSIDE. 



LONDON 



njNE AT^^U^^ni CW 



SHVEI 

5 rami AS 



OLD 

ICWHEAS 



EVERY WATCH W THE LATEST STYLE, AND INOST CAREFULLY FINISHED. 



GOLD 0A8BS AXJ> JBWXLI.BD. 



GENTLEMEN'S, 
Horizontal Constructiont enamel dial, 4 holes jewelled . 

Ditto» gold dial and strong case 

Bennett's superior London-made patent Lever jewelled . 

LADIES'. 

Horizontal Constmction, gold dial 

Patent Lever (Geneva) 

Ditto (English) highly finished 



BILYXK CASX8 AVD JBWELLVD. 



GENTLEMEN'S. 
Horizontal Construction, sound and serviceable.. 

Superior Lever (Geneva) 10 jewels -.. 

Bennett's London-made Levers 



LADIES'. 
Horizontal Construction, neat and flat beautifully engraved 

cases 

Superior Geneva Lever 

Elegant Silver Dials 10«. 6cf. extra. 

Small London-mado Levers 



A 
Gi, 
10 

la 

17 



B 

8 
10 
14 



8 

10 
14 



C 

Gs. 
6 

7 
12 



6 

8 
12 



EVERY WATCH SKILFULLY EXAMINED, TIMED, AND ITS 
PERFORMANCE GUARANTEED. 



Post-Office Orders, payable as under, will receive prompt attention. 

JOHN BENNETT, 65, Gheapside, London. 



VOLTTKTEEB BIFLE CORPS. 



Gentlexbn about to form Rifle Corps or Artillery Companies in Miaritime 
TownSy are informed that the 

determined upon for general adoption may be obtained in any quantity, 
with great despatch, moderation in price, and general excellence, on 
application to 

H. J. &; D. NICOLL, 

of whom also may be had arms, obtained according to the regulations of 
the War Office, intended to secure a perfect uniformity of gauge. A 
register is kept of districts now forming corps, and officers and non-com- 
missioiied officers on half-pay, desiring to gi^e tiiis national morement the 
benefit of their experience by joining the same, are requested to forward 
their names to the above firm. 



ESTHNATE nt VOLUNTIER tIFU CORPS. £ .. a. 

Rifle Cloth Shell Jacket, Trousers, and Cap - • - 8 5 
Rifle Cloth Tunic, Trousers, and Forage Cap, Chaca 

excepted 4 

Rifle Cloth Tunic, Trousers, and Chaoo - • • -450 
Tweed Blouse, Trousers, and Cap - - - - 2 10 

The latter made of the same material (Waterproof) as our 

well known Summer Coate.— The Trousers to be milled 

instead of smg^e substanoe for durability. 

omcBSs. 

Super Rifle Cloth Tunic, richly braided, ) ^ .500 

„ „ Trousers, with braid side seams y 

Chaco and Ornament 115 

Cap and Ornament, with Oil Silk Coyer to do. • -086 

Sword and Knot 2 10 

Enfield Rifle and appointments from £5 upwards. 



Messrs. Nicoll's Establishments are thus diyided : — ^for Gentlemen at 

114, 116, 118, and 120, Regent Street, 22, Cornhill, London, 
and 10, St. Ann's Sqnare, Hanchester. 

For Ladies' Riding Habits, Travelling Cloaks, &c., and for Dress of 
every description suitable for Young Gentlemen, at 

VASWZCX HOVSB, X«a A, !«*, SBOBWT STBSBT, 

LONDON. 



WILKINSON & SOW, 

GUN AND SWORD MANUFACTURERS, 
No. 27, PALL HALL, LONBON. 

S.W. 



Just Published, 



OBSERVATIONS ON MUSKETS, RIFLES, AND 
PROJECTILES. Third Edition. 

By Henby Wilkinson, M.R.A.S., M.S.A., &c. &c. 

Also, by the same Author, 

OBSERVATIONS ON SWORDS. Sixth Edition. 

AND 

ENGINES OF WAR. One Vol., Octavo. 



&OBr4 



CO. 



PRINCE OF WALES HOTEL, 






I 



iUiiiill^iJiii 



■^■'tl'l 










PnS extenaiTe and nu^nifioent Hotel is replete with erery comfort which the tra- 
veller can desire. Large and exceUent Coffee, Smoking, and Billiard Booms, PabUc 
and Private Dining Booms, &o. &c. The Proprietor, marching with the times, has 
endeavoured to combine Bxoellenoe of Accommodation with the utmost Eoonon^ in 
charges. A first-rate French Cook. Bed and Breakfast, 3s. 6d. Dinner, 2s. 6d. and 
upwards. A Night Porter and good Fires are kept. Saloon, with Piano, for Ladies. 



FREDERICK T. BAKER 

88, FLEET STBEET, E.C. 

EssEaiOTfULLT invlteB Officers and Gentlemen requiring first class 
!Firearms, to inspect his Ereech-Ioading Shot Guns, iUfles, and 
Reyolvers. 

P. T. B. manufactures Kifles with sword-bayonet regulation bore, 
a model for Sifle Corps ; also an improved Cartridge Pouch of a 
novel descr^Ktipn, wMoh completely surpasses the eld sort for com- 
pactness and facility in use. 



fiVEBT IQiQfUISITE BUFFLIED F&B *TH£ mFLEKAN tJXD 
BFOBTBMAN. 

Ghms cmd Pdstals Bepaired on the Premises. 

NBW AKP SECOKB-aAKD HirzZLI^-IiO'A.l>IKG «^TTKS IK YABIETY. 



AMMUNnM & €1111 TACKLE WHOLESALE. 

TRANTER'S NEW PATENT PISTOL, 

120, 80, 54, and 38 Bore, with Holsters and Cases complete. 

Price Lists on applieatioii at 88, Fleet Street. 

£ 8. d. 

Enfield Bifle with Bayonet .... from 880 

Volunteer Eifle with Sword-Bayonet from £4 4s. to 5 5 

Monlds to cast the Enfield Ball - - - from 7 6 

Wat»proof covers for Eifle -' - - - from 4 '6 

Patent Waterproof greased Cartridges • • per 160 10 
(Tfa«8e c ar ir idgea recraire no tearing off any part before 
pnstuBg down l^e Dared.) 

Military Percussion Caps. - - - - per box 16 

CabTBIDGES SUPPSIBI) 70B PbHTOB'S PaXENT OB TSBOff'sIUSBRT 
BBEECH-LOAJ)INa BiPLE. 

A fitook of OUT Csnes, with Bifle Barrel and appaaratos 

complete from -£2 15 

Our Cane with Shot and Bifle Barrel and Apparatus com- 
plete - - from 8 5 



HEEDLE RIFLES & AZJW XIFLES. 



SIXTY YJB-A^ES OF SUCCES& 

Haye'proved beyond question that , 

ROWLANDS' MACASSAR OIL 

POSSESSES EXTBAOSDIHABY PROPERTIES 

FOR PROMOTING THE GROWTH AND IMPROVING AND 

BEAUTIFYING THE HUMAN HAIR. 

It prevents Hair from taOane off or turning grey, strengthens weak Hair, cleanses 

it from Scurf and Bandriff, and m akes it beautifully Soft, Pliable, and Glossy. In 

the growth of the Beard, "Wlilskers, and Mnstaclilos it is unfaifing in 

its stimnlatiTe operation. For Children it is especially recommended as forming the 

basis of a Beautiful Head of Hair. Price 3s. 6d. ana 78.; Family Bottles (equal to 

four email), lOs, 6d.; and double that size, 21s. 

WHITE AKB SOTOO]) TEETH 

Are indispensable to Personal Attraction, and to health and longevity by the proper 

mastication of food. 

BOWZ.ANDS' ODONTO, 

OR PEARL DENTIFRICE, 
Compounded of Oriental Ingredients, is of inestimable value in Improving and Beftu- 
tiiying the Teeth, Strengthening the Gums, and in rendering the Breath Sweet and 
Pure. It eradicates Tartar from the Teeth, removes spots of incipient decay, and 
polishes and preserves the enamel, to which it imparts a PearMike Whiteness. 
Pnce 2s. 9d. per box. 

Sold by A. BOWLAKD ft SONS, 80, Hatton Garden, London, 
and by Chemiits and Ferfuneri. 

*«* BEWABE OF SPURIOUS IMITATIONS!! 

WHITELOCK'S 

Benowned 68. 6d. Shirts. 

WHITRLOCK'S 

New TrotLser Drawers. 

WHITELOCK'S 

First Clafis Hosiery. 

Can be had of the Makers only, 

WHITELOCK AND SON, 166, STRAND. 

N.B. — Opposite the Church, near Somerset House. 

THE LAST ANNUAL REPORT. CASH ACCOUNT AND BALANCE 
SHEET OF THE 

Mutual Iiife Assurance Society^ 

(AJ>. 1884), 
Hay be had on a written or personal application to the Actuary, or to any of the 
Society's Ooontry Acents. . To the Report and Accounts is appended a list of 
Bonuses paid on the claims of the year 1858. 

No extra charge for joining Yoluiiteer Rifle or Artillery Corps. 

CHARLES INOALL, Actuary. 
Thb Mutual Livb Assvbavcb Onicss, 
39« EINa &TRE£T» CHEAPSIDE, E.G., LONDON. 





iuhtx Stmt '§Kimx, WovHim. 



Established 1822. 



CARRIAGE DEPARTMENT. 

FIVE HUNDRED CARRIAGES, 

New and Secondhand, are received in this Establishment for sale on 
Commission. The Carriages are the property of Coachmakers and Gentle- 
men, and a very large choice of vehicles is thns presented at one view 
to intending purchasers. The only interest which the Proprietors have 
JB in the Commission and the rent charged for standing ; and the manage- 
ment (by a practical coachmaker) is conducted with a view to ensure, for 
both buyer and seller, a ready and open market. 

All new carriages are warranted for twelve months. Gentlemen are 
invited whilst in London to visit the galleries, which are open daily to 
the public, in connexion with the other businesses conducted within the 
walls of the Bazaar. Carriages are received for safe keeping; charges 
forwarded post free. 

GEORGE JEMMETT, 

MAKAOER. 



THE 

WAREHOUSING DEPARTMENT. 

STORE WAREHOUSES 

Por Furniture, Pictures, Luggage, and Valuable Property have been laid 
out in a manner to ensure light, sdr, and dryness, in a building erected 
for fireproof, and separate rooms may be engaged. The charges are very 
moderate, and packers, porters, and vans are sent to all parts. Estimates 
of cost of removal and rent given if required. 



ADDRESS TO 

THE STOSEKEEPESy 

Sj^KISK STKEET JBjA.ZA.J^IR, *w-. 



^ ]Pt0gpectU0 sent post free. 



NEW SEGISTEEED POBTMANTEAU. 








M 
W 



rras *<SANS EGAL" has Six Con^artmeiLts, all easUy aecessible, its ex- 
JL panding capabilities rendering it equally useful for the Three Days' Trip or 
the Continents Tour. The best iuTented. No Traveller should be without one. 

Price fk«m TweBty-41ve Sbitlliiss. 

To be had oafy of the Iiiventor aad ManufiMtarer ; also his Patent One Ckiinea 
Railway Partmantean. Ladies' Dress Imperial and Square Opening Bag. 



P. PHILLIPS, 30, St. DEartiii's Lane, London, W.C. 
MADAME TUSSAUD'S EXHIBITION, 

AT THE 

BAZAAE, BAKER STREET, LONDON. 
lEstablisi^etr ittarl^ a ^Dentnrp. 



The " TiBiES," of April 14th, states : — «* In no other place in Europe are so 
many touching and important memorials of the great Emperor to be found ; 
even for a National Collection, our gallant Allies might be proud to possess 
the relics which are here preserved — Madame Tnssand's Exhibition is without 
a rival, either here or on the Continent — all who have attempted competition 
have proved but so many :£9ils to set up the superior attractions of her ad- 
mirable collection of les homines cdHbresJ'* 



D'VTEIlRXBOnSB AND CO., 

FORMEELY 07 BERKELEY SQUARE, (aNP DAYIES STREET), BUT VOW OF 

131, MOUNT STREET. 



In consequence of frequent mistakes arising, BELL & SON feel called upon 
to state that they are the only Survtvors of the late Firm of Dwetrihouse, 
Carter, Ogston, & Bell, and continue to carry on the business as usual, at 

131, nConnt-Btreet, Berkeley-square. 

EtUaUshed 1760. 



K. T. PRITCHETT, 
GUN MAKER, 

86, ST, JAMES'S STREET, &rW. 

(PACTOEY-69, CHAMBBE STEEBT, GOODMAITS FIELDS, B.) 

'iSM tie aSlar Ikpetrtiiieia 

AJTD 

HON. EAST INDIA COMPANY. 



Manufacturer of all descriptions of Arms — Sporting aoxi 
Ifiiitary; Rifde Muskets; Aetillery «nd Catauky 
Caebines; Beeech-Loadino Aems. 

The great success oi the 

PRITCHETT BULLET, 

since its adoption in Her Majesty's Service in 1853, whether 
witih Labge Eoees foe India or Small Bobeb foe 
Taeoet Peactioe, justifies its recommendation to the notioe 
of all interested in Rifles. 



R. T. PRITCHETT 



will have great pleasure in affording any information to 
Gentlemen connected with 

VOLTJNTEEB COBPS or lUCPLE CLUBS, 

who will do well to inspect his Arms before deciding. 



TERBT'S BREECH-LOADING BIFLE, 

AS ADOPTED B Y H, M. SERVICE, 
28, VOBFOLK STBEET, STSAHS, LOHDOV; 

AT THE MANXTFAGTOBT^ 
WHITTALL STREET, BIBMINGHAM. 



ThefoUawing is an Extract from the ' Times,* July 22, 1858 :— 

«A Bbkech-Loaddtg Biflb Casbine, detachable so as to form 
a pistol also, the invention of Mr. Teny, of Birmingham, has beenmider 
test on board Her Majesty's Ship ExeeUent, under the superintendence 
of CSaptain Hewlett^ C.B., from May 10 until the present time ; during 
which time 1800 rounds have been fired from it with unprecedented 
accuracy at yarious ranges, without cleaning the weapon, which, not- 
withstanding, gives no recoil ; in proof of wluch Captain Hewlett gave 
the inventor the following certificate, which is fizea on the stock of the 
gun:— 

*ThiB is to certify that I have seen 1800 roandB fired from this rifle without 
ctoM«n«. . B B^ HEWLETT, 

VkJ^ 20, 1858.' 

The rifle missed fire but twice in the 1800 rounds, and, whether dis- 
charged by officer or man, 86 per cent, were 'hits.' Yesterday the 
rifle was taken to the camp at Browndown, and its capabilities exhibited 
before the troops and Instructors in Musketnr of the 15th Foot (Lieu- 
tenant Guthbert) and Boyal Marine Light infimtiy (Major Lowder). 
llie practice at 700 and 800 yards was marvellous, notwithstanding a 
veiy powerful wind, and will be continued to-day. Its advanti^|e8 
over the old pieces are 81b. less in weight and five shots to one in time 
ef firing, giving it the advantages of a revolver with a tremendous 
range, and no necessity for cleaning out under about a couple of thousand 
rounds." 



BaflM at adapted for Bifle Corps to bear Swords, £6 lOf . 
Cavalry Carbines, £5 lOf . 

agents; 

Mr. BLISSET, Liverpool. 
Messrs. JACKSON, BBOTBEBS^ Liverpool. 
Messrs. EMANUEL, Portsmouth. 
Mr. COLLINS^ Cobham, Surrey; and 
29, Sussex-street, Pimlico, London. 
Mr. GIBBS, Gunmaker, Bristol. 



GUN AND PISTOL CASES 



OF 



LEATHER, MAHOGANY, OR OAK, 

Game Ba^rSf Improved Cartrldgre Casefl* mstol 
SeltSf SEllfle CoTers, and Slingrsy 

MANUFACTURED BY 

WILLIAM A. JONES, 

134, NSW STBBST, 

(COBNXB Of TOKCESTES STKEET,) 

BiRMINQHAM. 



ESTABLISHED 1813, 



PROFESSIONAL 
I.IFB ASSUBANCB COMPANY^ 

CAPITAL, £250,000. 

WITH A NTTMBROUS AND INFLUENTIAL PBOPBIETABT. 

€HAixxijr—Jamer. Andrew Burham, BBq. 

DSFUTT Ohaibhait— William Wellington Cooper, Esq. 

Every description of Life Assurance at the most moderate rates consistent 
with security. 

Q, WLN^TEB, Manager and Sec. 

A L L E N'S 

PATENT 

PORTMANTEAUS and TBATELLIN6 BAGS, 

WITH SQUABB OPEBINa; 

S/atotV ^xmi Crunks, ^xtaalns ^^S^, 

WITH SILVEB FITTUrOS ; 

DESPATCH BOXES, WRITING AND DRESSING CASES, 

And 50^ other Articles for Home or Continental TravelUng, iUostzatodisL 
their New Catalogue for 1859. By post for two stamps. 



J. W. & T. ALLEN, 

MANUFACTIIKEUIS OF OFFIOESS' BABSACK FUBNITUBE, 
AND HILITABT OUTFITTEBS (see separate Cktidogae), 

18 and 22, STRAJTB. 



TEETH. 



BT HEB majesty's BOYAL LETTEBS PATENT. 

MESSBS. GrABBIEL'S (the (dd-establiahed deotiats^ improvement in vulcanized 
iadia-rabber and gutta per<^a as a foundation or Haing to Ghtbriel's MINBBAL 
TE ETH renders them unapproachable in point of comfort and durability. There are 
no springs or wires, no extraction of roots, while the fit is of the most unerring 
accuracy. Success is guaranteed, even in cases where others have failed. It is much . 
lighter, more durable, and conjgenial to the mouth, and is entirely free from either 
taste or smell. Messrs. Gabriel are enabled to offer the advantages of first-class 
materials and workmanshio (from being manufacturers of every specialit]^ appertain- 
ing to the profession} at charges lower than any advertised. Only at their establish- 
ments— ^3, Ludgate-hill (observe number particularly) ; west-end branchy 110, B^ent 
street (established 1804) ; and at Bnke-street, Liverpool. Amtrican Mmerfu Teeth, 
the best in Europe, from Ss. 6d. per tooth ; sets £4 48. 



BY APFOINTMEKT. 



Ste«l Pen Maker uf^OSS^SSLjKW '^ ^^"^ Xmesty. 




FIBST-CLASS MBDAL. PRIZE MEDAL. 

PABI8 EXHIBITION, 1885. XiONDON EXHIBITION, 1851 

JOHN MITCHELL, 

PATENTEE 0¥ THE 

&ELF-ABAFTIN& 
METALLIC FENS AND PEN-HOLDERS. 

ESTABLISHED 34 YEAES. 



«FOSlt BI3mI'€?S8&& begs most respectfully to* inform the 
Publia that he has for Fourteen Years and upwaords wkjo^j^ed the dis- 
languished Piajtronage of supplying 

STEEL PENS^ OF Hi3 MANyFACTURE, FOR TItE USE 
OF HER MAJESTY. 

The Fens which have gained for him this distinguished honour are his 
celebrated Pens. 

JOSS P AKT. Wf JOHN 

MITCHELL'S g ^^ N MITCHELL'S 
MEDIUM, S CELEBEATED. 

J. M. is particularly desirous of caUing the attention of those parties 
who haye not hitherto favoured him with their support to the Articles 
manufactured by him ; and feels coi^dent that^ both for quality and 
price, they will be found unequalled. 

Each genuine Penis marked "John Migtchill," and may be had 
of all respectable Stationers, 

AND AT HIB 

MABITFACTOET, BEWHALL STBEET, BIBMXBTOEAM. 

LONDON DEPOT, 11, QUEBN STREET, CHEAPSIDE, 



THOMAS POPE & Co-, 

14, NEWHALL STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 

Emboss your 

Name and Address 

on 

Envelopes 

and Paper. 

EMBOSSING PRESS, COPYING MACHINE, 
AVD OEHSBAL 

PRINTING AND METALLIC STATIONERJY 

ESTABLISHMENT. 

VACHIirXSXS, DXB SOULEltS, LETTBK CrTTBBS, 

I£eddUi9t$, Engraven, ^c, Stamper», Cheek Token JfoJbert, 
!Embo9»ers, Envelope Maniifacturers, ife. 

Patent Engraved Seals, by Machinery, for Wax. 





CHARLES ROWLEY AND COMPANY, 

23, NEWHALL STREET, BIRMINGHAM; 

1, HIGH STREET, MANCHESTER \ 

And 31, ADDLE STREET, CITY, LONDON; 

MANUFACTUEERS OP 

BTJTTONS, STUBS, JEWELLEBT, &o. ; 

Belt, Garter, and other Clasps ; Naval and Military Ornaments : and sole 
Makers of the PATENT PIN with PROTECTED POINT, which is 
80 admirably adapted for Children's Under-clothing, Ladies' Shawls, &c. 
In fact this is an article which only requires a trial to convince all of its 
usefulness. 



WILLIAM BEID, 

51, CONDUIT STREET, REGENT STREET, 
Hosier to Her Higesty and the Princess Royal. 

The most beautiful specimens of Silk, Thread, Balbriggan 
Cotton, and Merino Hosiery, as wdl as the more nseftil, in every 
variety. W. REID invites inspection. 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN'S DRAWERS, VESTS, 

ANP UNDERCLOTHING. 

Seid'a Sana-Pli Sbirt, Six for 38s. 

These Phirts are so celebrated for their excellence of fit, durability, and comfort, as to need 
no remark. One trial Trill c< nvince, and ensure continued confidence. Belf-measurement in 
laches »— Kound the Neck, Chest, and Waist . length of Sleeve ftom centre of Back to Knuckles. 

Zndia Ganze Vests, &c., and every iLrtlole for OutflttiiiSii 

FAMILY LINEN DBAPERX. 





IMPORTANT ANNOUKCEMENT, 



METALLIC PEN MAKER TO THE QUEEN, 

BY ROYAL COMMAND. 



JOSEPH CILLOTT 

BEGS most respectfully to inform the Commercial World, 
Scholastic Institutions, and the Public generally that, 
by a noTel application of his unrivalled Machinery for 
making Steel Pens, and in accordance wi^!i the scientific 
spirit of the times, he has intro-inced a 1:1 v7 gjries of his 
useful productions, which, for EXCELLE^.aa of temper, 

QUALITY OF MATERIAL, and, aloove ail, CHEAPIi c'SS IN PRICE, 

he believes will ensure universal approbation, and defy 
competition. 

Each Pen bears the impress of his name as a guarantee of 
quality ; and they are put up in the usual style of boxes, con- 
taining one gross each, with label outside, and the fac-simile 
of his signature. 

At the request of persons extensively engaged in tuition, 
J. G. has introduced his 

WABEANTBD SCHOOL AND PUBLIC PENS, 
which are especially adapted to their use, being of different 
degrees of flexibility, and with fine, medium, and broad 
points, suitable for the various kinds of Writing taught in 
Schools. 

Sold Eetail by all Stationers, Booksellers, and other re- 
spectable Dealers in Steel Pens. — Merchants and Wholesale 
Dealers can be supplied at the Works, Graham Street; 
96, New Street, Birmingham; 
No. 91, JOHN STREET, NEW YOBK; and at 87, 0EACBCUUKCH 
STREET, LONDON. 
I 



GABBIAGES. 

T ROGERS, Coach Builder, 28, North Audley-Street, 
• Grosvenor-square, begs to inform Noblemen and Gentlemen 
that he has always in stock a variety of the most Fashionable Car- 
riages, of the best design and manufacture, and offers them on terms 
and at prices more Uberal than most other houses. He has adopted 
the mode of letting on hire with liberty to purchase, which affords 
many advantages to his customers who have so long supuorted him, 
and trusts by continued assiduity and economy to increase nis already 
large business. His New and Second-hand Stock comprises Single 
and Double-seated Broughams, Barouches, Sociables, Sociable Lan- 
daus, very small Park ^onj Phaetons, large ditto, and intermediate 
sizes ; Stanhope Phaetons, Driving ditto. Waggonettes, &c. &c. 

GSaEtSTASCK.S&'S WO&K.S. 

In fcap 8vo, price Is. 6d. each, boards, or in cloth, 2s. 
Wild Sports ofthe Far West (The). | Pirates of the Hiisissippi (The). 
Price Zs. boards, or 2s. 6d. cloth, i Price Is. boards. 

Two Convicts (The). Haunted House (The). 

The Feathered Arrow. I 

" Oar author appears to delight in reconnting the stirring incidents of bush life 
and wild prairie. When nature soars in her grandest moods, the spirit of man par- 
takes of something of the illimitable. It is this feeling, combined with the love of 
adTcnture, that prompts many to quit the home of their fathers, and to go forth in 
quest of the struige, the wonderfuij and the wild."— D^ronpor^ Telegraph, 



GORS'S (Mrs.) WOSEIKS. 
In foap. 8vo, price Is. 6d. each, boards, or in cloth, 2s. 

Heir of Selwood (The). 
Dowager (The). 
Pin Honey. 



Self; or, the Narrow, Narrow 

World. 
Money Lender (The). 



<* Mrs. GK>re is one of the most popular writers of the day j her works are all pic- 
tures of existing life and manners." 

GRANT'S (James) WORKS. 
In fcap 8vo, price 2s. each, boards, or in cloth gilt, 28. 6d. 



Harry Ogilvie. 
Frank Hilton. 
Yellow Frigate (The). 
Bomance of War (The). 
Scottish Cavalier (The). 



BothweU. 
Jane Seton. 
Philip BoUo. 

AdvexLtures of an- Aide-de- 
Camp (The). 



" The author of * The Bomance of War* deserves the popularity which has made 
him, perhaps, the most read of living novelists. His tales are full of life and 
action, and Ms soldier spirit and turn for adventure carrr him successfully 
through, with a skill in narrative which even the author of * Charles O'MaUeV seldom 
shows." 

London : Houtledge, Wabnb, and Boutledgb, Farringdon Street. 



K'ZMTOSB'S (MiSB) WOaX.8. 

Price Is. boards. 

Charms and Counter-Charms. 

Price Is. Cd. boards. 
Violet; or, Found at Last. 
« Mifls MlntoBh'8 style reminds the reader forcibly of Miss Edceworth and Mrs. 
Opie ; all her books inculcate high moral prindplea, and exalt what is honoorabld in 
purpose and deep in affection." 

KARRTAT'S (Captain) WOK.ILS. 

In fcap Svo, price Is. 6d. each, boards. 



Peter Simple. 
Kidshipman Easy (Mr.). 
King's Own (The). 
BattlintheBee&r. (Edited.) 
Jacob Faithfiil. 
Japhet in Search of a Father. 
Paeha of Many Tales (The). 



Newton Forster. 
Bog Fiend (The). 
Valerie. (Edited.) 
Poacher (The). 
Phantom Ship (The). 
Perciyal Keene. 
Kaval Officer (The). 



"Marryafs works abound in humour— real, unaffected, buoyant, oyerflowing 
humour. Many bits of his writings strongly remind us of Didcens. He is an incor- 
rigible joker, and frequently relates such strange anecdotes and adventures, that the 
gloomiest hypochondriac could not read them without involuntarily indulging in the 
unwonted luxury of a hearty cachinnation."— 2>u5Zi» vnioergity Magcurine, 

KAZWSX.X.'S (W. B.) WORKS. 

In fcap 8yo, price Is. 6d. each, boards, or in doth, 2s. 
The Stories of Waterloo. I Wild Sports and Adventores. 

Captain O'Snllivan. | Flood and Field. 

In fcap 8yo, price 2s. each, boards, or in doth gilt, 2s. 6d. 
Lnok is Everything. I Hector O'Halloran. 

Bivonao (The). | Captain Blake ; or, My LUIb. 

" Blaxwell's tales are written in a bold, soldier-like style, free and energetic." 
Edinburgh Remev, 

PO&TS&'S (The Kisses) WORKS. 
In fcap Svo, 2s. each, boards. I In fcap 8vo, Is. 6d. each, boards. 
Scottish Chiefii (The). J Beclnse of Norway. 

Pastor's Fireside (The). | Knight of Saint John (The). 

I Thaddens of Warsaw. 
" Miss Porter's works are popular in every sense of the word ; they^ are read now 
with as much pleasure and avidity as when they were originally published." 

««&OCX.ZNGBaM" (The Author of). 
In fcap 8yo, price Is. 6d. each, boards. 
Bockingbam; or, the Yonnger I Electra. A Tale of Modem life. 

Brother. | 

Price Is. boards. 
Love and Ambition. 

" All the works of this author bear the imprint of a master-hand, and ^re by no 
means to be confounded with the daubs thrown together in the circulating library." 
—Times, 

London : Houtledoe, Wabne, akd BouTLEDas, Farringdon Street. 



THE LIBRAEY EDITION OF THE 

NOVELS AND ROMANCES OF SIR EDWARD 
BULWER LYTTON, BAKT., M.P. Uniformly printed in 
crown 8vo, corrected and revised throughout, with new Prefaces. 
20 vols, in 10, price £3 3s. cloth extra ; or any volumes separately, 
in cloth binding, as under : — 

».d. 



». d, 

BIENZI: Thb last of the Tbi- 

BnN£S 8 6 

PAUL CLIFFOBD 8 6 

PELHAM : OR, The Adventubes 

OF A Gentleman 8 6 

EUGENE ABAM. A Tale ... 3 6 

LAST OP THE BABONS 5 

LAST DAYS OP POMPEU... 8 6 

GODOLPHIN 8 

PILGBIMS OF THE BHINE 2 6 
NIGHT AND MOBNING 4 



EBNEST MALTBAVEBS 3 6 

ALICE; OR, The Mysteries 8 6 

THE DISOWNED 3 6 

DEVEBEUX 3 6 

ZANONI 8 6 

LEILA; OR, The Siege of Gra- 
nada 3 

HABOLD 4 

LUCBETIA 4 

THE CAXTONS 4 

MY NOVEL (2 vols.) 8 



Or the Set complete in 20 vols £3 11 6 

„ „ half-calf extra .550 

,, ,, hatf-morocco . . 5 11 6 



** No o<^eotioii of prose flotions, by any single anther, contains the same yariety of 
experience — the same amplitt^e of knowledge and thon^^ht — ^the same combination 



of opposite extremes, hannonised by an equal mastership of art; here, lively and 
sparkling fancies; there, vigorous passion or practical wisdom. These works abound 
in iUostrations that teach benevolence to the rich, and couraee to the poor; they 
glow with the love of freedom ; they speak a sympathy with all high aspirations, and 
all manly strngele ; and where, in their more tragic portraitures, they depict the 
dread images of gnilt and woe, they so clear our judgment by profound analysis, while 
they move our hearts by terror or compassion, that we learn to detect and stifle in 
ourselvesythe evil thought which we see gradually unfolding itself into tiiie guilty deed." 
-^Extraetfrom Bulwer Lytton and hi$ Work*, 

The abo7e are printed on superior paper, bound in cloth. Each 
volume is embellished with an Illustration ; and this Standard Edition 
is admirably suited for private, select, and public Libraries. 

The odd Numbers and Parts to complete volumes may be obtained ; 
and the complete series is now in course of issue in Three- halfpenny 
Weekly Numbers, or in Monthly Parts, Sevenpence each. 

THE LIBRARY EDITION OF 



THE RTGFT FOX. B. 
Uniformly printed in crown 8vo. 



DISRAELrS WORKS. 

Price 3s. 6d. each, cloth extra. 

CONIGSBY. 
SYBIL. 
ALROY. 
IXION. 
VIVIAN GEEY. 

London : Routlbdgb, Warnb, and Routledge, Farringdon Street. 



THE YOUNG DUKE. 
TAITCRED. 
Vri:ETIA. 

CONTARINI FLEMING. 
HENRIETTA TEMPLE. 



A CHEAP REISSUE OF THE LIBRARY EDITION OP 

BULWER LYTTON'S (SIR E.) NOVELS AND 
TALES. Uniformly printed in crown Svo, and bound, with 
printed cloth covers and Illustrations. 

List of the Series:— 
Price 2s. 6d. each. 



BIEKZI. 

PAUL CLIFFORD. 

PELHAM. 

EUGENE ABAM. 

ZANONI. 

ERNEST MALTRAVEBS. 



ALICE. 

DISOWNED. 

DEVEREUX. 

LUCRETIA. 

LAST DAYS OF POMPEH. 



Price 38. each. 

NIGHT AND MORNING. I HAROLD. 

CAXTONS. I MY NOVEL (2 vols.) 

Price Is. 6d. each. 
PILGRIMS OF THE RHINE. | LEILA. 

Price 3s. 6d. boards. Price 2s. boards. 

THE LAST OF THE BARONS. | GODOLPHIN. 

" England's greatest noyeUst.** — Slaehwooffa MagcuevM, 



THE RAILWAY EDITION OF 
1HE RIGHT HON/b. DISRAELPS NOVELS. 



In fcap 8vo, price Is. 6d. each, boards. 
CONIGSBY. 



THE YOUNG DUKE. 
TANCRED. 
VENETIA. 
CONTARINI FLEMING. 



SYBIL. 
ALROY. 
IXION. 



In fcap 8vo, price 2s. each, boards. 

3ir:iTRIETTA TEMPLE. I VIVIAN GREY. 

" We commend Messrs. Bontledge's cheap edition of the right hon. gentleman's 
productions to every one of the ' New Generation' who wishes to make Mmself master 
of many suppressed passages in history, the every-day doings of the faerie realms of 
politics and fashion, and the profound views of a clear-sighted statesman on the ten- 
dencies and aspects of an age in which he has played, and is still playing, so conspicaoos 
a part." — Morning Herald. 

" Mr. Disraeli's novels sparkle like a fairytale— the dialogues are wonderfully easy, 
and characterizcil by * a turn of phrase that is peculiar to men of fashion, now that 
the wits' are defunct. His tales, too, abound in knowledge of the world, introduced 
in a natural and unobtrusive manner." — IMerary Quzette. 

London: Routledgb, Warne, and Routlbdoe, Farringdon Street 



OLD ntlSH MALT WHISEE7. 



H. ROE AND SON'S 

OELBBRATED ^ 

In Sherry Batts. 



To be had at EOWAN'S & CO., 
1, YORK BUILDINGS, ADELPHI, STRAND. 



H.B. — TWO GALLONS 8EHT SO ANT PABT 07 THB KINGDOM. 



CA8B. 



TITILKINSON'S (late BRIDGE'S) 

▼ f ESSENCE OE FLUID EXTRACT 

or RED JAMAICA SARSAPABILLA 

is particularly recominen.ded by the most 
eminent of the Faculty for AFFECTIONS of 
the Liver, CONSTITUTIONAL DEBILITY, 
IMPURITIES of the BLOOD; as an 
ALTERATIVE MEDICINE, at the changes 
of the Seasons, and freeing the system from the 
effects of Mercury. In India it is extensively 
used as the best mode of taking Sarsaparilla, 
and as a preventive against the general com- 
plaints incidental to tropical climates it will 
be found invaluable. 

** A superior preparation that may always be relied 
on." — Sir JuMey Cooper, 

" We are in every respect satisfied with it." — Zaneet. 

** Latterly, in consequence of much debility, &c., subsequent to cholera, I have 
freebr nsedyonr Sarsaparilla with completebeneflt andsuccess."— «r. Poett, M.S. C.S.JS. 

"The Bed Cortical Bssenoe of Sarsaparilla, as prepared by Bridge, 270, Begent- 
street, London, is so highly concentrated and accurately prepared, that neither age 
nor climate deteriorates its properties." — Blackwood^ s Magazine. 

iKPOBTAJrT Cautiok.— The public are respectfully cautioned against chei^ nre- 
parationa of Sarsaparilla, which, instead of being what they proiesa, are merely a 
decoction of common herbs, sweetened with molasses, and flavoured with Americad 
wintergreen. The genuine has THOS. WILKINSON, late Bridge and Co., 270, 
Begent-street, London, engraved on each bottle. 

Sold in Pints, Half-pints, and Quarter-Pints. A Pint Bottle is equal 
to Eight Pints of the ordinary preparations. 




roVal 



This book should be rcmmcd to the 
Library on or before the last date stamped 
below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred by 
ittaining it beyond the specified time. 

Please return promptly. 



L. 



FIELH 



^J'JM7i 



GENTLE Ml 

Formn of AppI 
I he GJEpenl 





The Field 
Six o'clock f P.d 

The Ktgim< _ 

for Hall Tractic^i it pcksaesaes Two Ught Six- pounder Cftntton and IVo 
Three-poimden, with Carriages, Limben, &o. ; and the ArtlUery DWlaion of 
the B^^ent is drilled to the use of them; also it has ^ ^e Bsnd in Its p»y • 
and a Resident Seijeant-Mi^or for the drilling of Be(»i|^^ 

The Ck>mmi88iQned OflEloers, who most have served ^^| 
have gone throngh the bespecttve grades of Corpor^^N 
their Commissions from the Qaeen. ^^ * 

Effeotiye Members would in the event of the Ba\>^ 
exempted from serving in the Ifilitia, and in man^^^^ 
called upon to serve as Jorjmen. 



} -_ 




